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1. GENERAL MARKET INFORMATION 
With the founding of the People's Republic of China, Chinese government banned horse racing 
in 1949 as a  capitalist pursuit.  

However, about 60 years later, with the economic development in China, equestrian and jockey 
clubs are opening for business in Chinese cities and there is a rapid rise in the number of horses 
imported from abroad.A few thousand of horses have been imported into China annually in the 
last 10 years. 

More middle class people have been shifting their interests from traditional luxury goods to 
other activities, which can show their different taste. At one time, golf was seen as a symbol of 
wealth; later on rich people and organisations found that equestrian activity could be a new 
symbol of unique taste and also generates business opportunities. Meanwhile, there are already 
more than 2000 equestrian clubs active in Chinese developed cities, such as Beijing, Shanghai, 
Guangzhou, Hangzhou, Shenzhen and some coastal cities. In Beijing, more than 200 clubs are 
active. 

“At first, rich people engaged in equestrian sport and then interest of China's middle class is 
growing as they look for new ways to enjoy their wealth. In addition, equine sports also have a 
strong social and networking element, because they have a culture of exclusivity all over the 
world, which suits China's wealthy middle class” (note: i). 

“Now, horse-riding is already a common tourism activity in many Chinese cities . Spectator 
sports such as horseracing and equestrian shows are now becoming popular.” (note: i) 

Regarding the development of equestrian industry in China, the present situation is that most 
of the equestrian clubs are still at the preliminary development stage, which means they only 
provide simple leisure riding service and preliminary equestrian training. Only a few of the high-
end clubs, are able to afford imported horses at this moment, of which the biggest part is 
equestrian horse.  
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2. TRADE INFORMATION 

 HORSE BUYERS  

Based on the economic development, when the Olympic Games were held in Beijing in 2008, 
equestrian sport became known into the common Chinese life, which also pushed the horse 
industry a big step forward. However, considering the big cost and other complicated elements, 
such as quarantine, transportation, training, feeding, breeding…, the support by Chinese sport 
government is more preferred on policy instead of financial subsidies. All Olympic sports get 
unconditional financial support from the government. 

So for finding business opportunities in equine sport, it is important to figure out who is buying 
imported horses in China. At present, there are mainly 3 groups of horse buyers in China, which 
are:  

1. Stables and clubs owned by Chinese private entrepreneurs  

This is actually the main group which is importing most of the horses in China. 

According to our visits to 
some of these people, before 
they began their equine 
business, all of the stable and 
club owners took horse riding 
as a hobby. Later, they 
realized the business 
opportunities while enjoying 
their hobby. So, while they are involved in this sport, they also invest in building horse related 
facilities, staff training, horse trading. These people are also the main organisers of local 
equestrian associations, competitions and clubs. Mr. Yiu Kak, the president of Beijing Turf & 
Equestrian Association (http://www.btea.cn/leadership )has his own stable in Beijing and some 
of the horses are from Germany, Holland and Belgium. 

In China, through club owners, foreign horse business people can get in touch with the Chinese 
horse business sector. 

  

http://www.btea.cn/leadership


////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 

maart ’2022 Sports Horses in China pagina 5 van 15 

2. Other private buyers 

The interest of China's middle class in equine sports is quickly growing as they look for new ways 
to enjoy their wealth. 

“Horse-riding is already a common tourism activity in 
many Chinese cities, horseracing and equestrian 
shows are now becoming popular. Equine sports also 
have a strong social and networking element because 
they have a culture of exclusivity internationally, 
which suits China's newly wealthy middle class.”  

With more and more middle class Chinese people engaging in the equine sport and leisure 
riding. Some of them are capable owning horses. They normally bought horses through stables 
and clubs, who also provide the care for the horse. Normally, the present and potential horse 
owners can only be contacted through these clubs. Their purchase intention are mostly 
influenced by the clubs, however the purchase quantity is still limited comparing with the clubs.  

3. Horse trading companies 

In recent years, based on the growing demand, 
some Chinese companies are active in the market of 
horse importing business.  
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 HORSE RESOURCES 

• Preferences of Chinese horse owners:  

In the late 1990s, common Chinese people knew little 
about equestrian activities, choice of horse was based on 
appearance, breed and personal preferences.  

Following getting in touch with more information 
 of the equine sport after 10 years, thoroughbreds, 
 Akhal-Tekes, Arabians and warm bloods are the most 
favoured among Chinese horse owners at that moment. 
Other breeds like Quarter,Andalusian and others are 
recognized  and accepted. 

According to the customs’ statistics of 2019, the top 5 
exporters to China are the following countries:  

• HT number: 0101 2100 pure bred  breeding horse 
(altogether 131 horses were imported) 

1.) Mongolia  102 horses 

2.) Russia   29 horses 

• T number: 0101 2900 other horses (altogether 1718 horses were imported) 

1.) Holland   861 horses 

2.) New Zealand   270 horses 

3.) Mongolia  178 horses 

4.) Kazakhstan  82 horses 

5.) France   71 horses 

6.) Belgium  70 horses 

7.) Australia   61 horses 
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Remark:  

• Statistics for 2020 by China Customs is still not released yet.  
• Apart from above data, some Chinese companies, provincial professional teams and 

private owners also bought horses and breed them abroad for some Chinese riders, who 
are selected to receive long term training abroad.  

• As Rotterdam is the main port for exporting EU horses to China, it is quite possible that 
some BWP are also counted into the record of Holland.  

• It is noticeable that the export of BWP has been gradually increased almost to the Top-5 
in recent years comparing with 10 years ago, whose export was no more than 15 with 
position about No.10 or 11.  

2.2.1 Hot blood horse  

Since 1949, horseracing has never been a booming 
industry, because betting on the sport has been illegal 
in Chinese mainland till now. In 2008, the China Speed 
Horse Race Open in Wuhan was organized, which is 
deemed as a symbol that the control on horse speed 
racing might step toward for legalization. The first 
China Equine Cultural Festival was held in Hohhot, the 
capital city of the Inner Mongolia province in 2013. 
However, horse racing has been still very much a 
sport instead of a commercial event in China. (except 
in Hong Kong).  

15 years ago, the hot blood horses (racing horses) are imported from Hongkong. These horses 
are all retired ones from the Hongkong race. Following the growing demand and the deeper 
engagement into this sector, more racing horses are directly imported by Chinese companies 
from Holland, New Zealand, Belgium.  

Today, at least hundreds of registered equestrian clubs are active in China, and about half a 
million people work in horse-related industries according to the estimation of China Horse 
Industry Association.  

“The limited opening up of speed horseracing in China has attracted great interest of the 
business people in many western countries with horseracing culture. This includes Britain, and 
many of its neighbors or former colonies to which the culture spread. It also includes the Middle 
East, where the equine industry has huge significance culturally.”  

At present stage, the illegal status of betting on horseracing limits the growth of the horse 
racing development in China, which means the industry cannot fund itself. Revenue from 
sponsorship and ticket sales are far from sufficient to make the events financially viable.   

“In China, a racecourse is normally deemed as a symbol of power, an icon for a city, but not a 
commercial venture. Many Chinese are expecting that the government will eventually remove the 
ban on gambling at the race track.”  
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To avoid violating the Chinese laws, some Chinese horse 
owners are using another business model for horse 
racing. They normally bought young racing horses and 
breed them abroad, such as in Ireland, New Zealand and 
Australia, where the breeding cost is cheaper and speed 
race is more popular. These horses will participate in 
speed races for winning bonus. After retirement, the 
horses will be transported back to China as studhorse or 
sold to horse clubs. The number of this kind of horse 
owners is still limited and their information is not to be 
obtained easily, as they have never been reported publicly.  

As speed horse racing is still a symbol of capitalism in Chinese political ideological, it seems that 
it still needs time for the government to change the policy on betting for horse speed racing.  

For all these years, many experts in this sector began to be optimistic on the ban lifting, the 
reasons are as the followings:  

• Some horse racing matches have been organized in recent years as cultural shows.  

• The experiences for administrating official approved lotteries also provide a good base 
to the horse speed racing. There are already other types of gambling which have been in 
operation for more than 20 years in China, such as China Football Lottery administrated 
by China Sports Ministry, China Welfare Lottery administrated by China Civil Affairs 
Ministry, whose purposes are to fund the sports and social welfare sectors.  

In case the betting ban is lifted, it is predicted that a large quantity of hot blood horses will be 
imported into China within a very short period.   

Boss of Rider Group and his horse 
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2.2.2 Warm blood horse 

Comparing with the horse racing sport, Chinese government has been always putting more 
resources on Olympic sport, which makes the equestrian sport developing much faster in recent 
20 years. Especially when 2008 Olympic Games was decided to be held in Beijing, equestrian 
gained more attention and a group of professional athletes and enthusiasts joined in.  

First, the professional community has been 
continually importing more trained horses, as the 
sport requires the competence of the horse above 
entertainment level. The national and provincial 
equestrian teams usually purchase athletic horses 
before international games. Though the number 
purchased is quite limited because of the high 
price. It is also noticeable that the injury rate for 
athletic horse is high in China due to lack of 
knowledge.  

More regional professional athletic equestrian 
teams have been established in 30 provinces and cities. As a result, demands for jumping horses 
and dressage horses are increasing strongly.  

 Secondly, more equestrian clubs for entertainment are set up in Chinese cities, which also 
increase the import demand. Actually, the biggest order for imported horse came from these 
clubs.  

At present, about 80% of the imported horses in China are warm blood horses, coming from 
Holland, France, Belgium, which have equestrian traditions and are competitive in international 
competitions. 
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3. HORSE QUARANTINE AND TRANSPORTATION 
3.1.1 Quarantine 

At the beginning period of 2000, most of 
the sport horse were imported for 
professional competition. For that purpose, 
Chinese quarantine department normally 
proceeded special quarantine procedures 
case by case based on its general livestock 
import quarantine regulations.  

Following the growing demand of imported horses, quarantine protocols with other countries 
and regulations dedicating on horse import have been approved and released gradually.  

Through the working effort of quarantine departments of different countries, quarantine 
protocol agreements for horse import are signed between China and other countries in recent 
years. Belgium signed the protocol agreement with China in April 2013.  

3.1.2 Transportation 

Considering the high value of the 
imported horse and the complicated 
quarantine procedures, only the 
professional logistics companies are 
able to be engaged in the 
transportation of imported horse.  

At present, few Chinese logistics 
companies have the qualifications for doing this business, most of the transportation of the 
imported horse is done by foreign professional companies and their Chinese partners for 
dealing with the quarantine issues after the arrival of the horse.  

 HORSE PRICES 

The pricing of imported horses is rather complicated 
as many facts are to be taken into consideration. 
Young jumping horses for professional event with 
price under RMB1 million are the most popular. 
Horses for entertainment/leisure riding in equestrian 
club, a price around RMB100,000 is easily accepted.  
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 HORSE FEED 

“In China, there are few feed producers for horse feed. In most Chinese minds, there is no 
difference on the feed for horse, cattle, mule. Imported feed is not accepted by most of the 
horse owners.  

At present, only the powerful and premier equestrian clubs imported some feed for their 
expensive horses. The first foreign company to 
receive the right to export horse feed to China 
was the Irish company Connolly's Red Mills, but 
the exports director Michael Connolly says the 
process has been slow and complicated. The 
company began seeking Chinese government 
approval in 2005, and after years of hard work 
finally got approval to export its products in 2012. 
However, despite the long-awaited launch, the 
amount of horse food his team has sold to China 
has been a little disappointing.  

As Connolly's targets the premium horse feed market, its customer base is already limited, and 
while it has managed to supply most of the premier stables in China, those customers only feed 
an average of 30 percent of their horses with premium feed. 

The premium food products from Connolly's are on average between 30-40 percent more 
expensive than traditional horse feed of rice bran and oats.” 

According to our contact with some stables in Beijing, all the Chinese contacts think that 
imported feed is too expensive. They preferred the foreign brands of feed produced in China. It 
is reported that Dunstan from New Zealand is cooperating with a Chinese company Rider Horse 
Group (http://www.riderhorse.com/) for setting up a feed factory in Inner Mongolia province, 
which is a traditional good known venue at horse breeding in Chinese history.  

As for the Rider Horse Group, it is a big company specialized in horse breeding, race 
organization, trade etc. In recent 10 years, this company has imported more than 1000 
thoroughbred horses from New Zealand. Meanwhile, it also participates the horse race in New 
Zealand with the horses they bought locally. 

  

http://www.riderhorse.com/
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 HORSE VETERINARIAN AND FARRIER 

3.4.1 Veterinarian 

In Beijing, there are more than 200 
equestrian clubs active, but due to the poor 
veterinarian education, there is only one 
horse clinic in Beijing belonging to Beijing 
Xiwu Equestrian Club. Actually, most of the 
reputable stables and horsemanship clubs 
are still depending on the regular visit of 
foreign veterinarians, who normally come to 
China every a few months regularly and 
before important events. 

3.4.2 Farrier 

This situation is similar to the veterinarians. Most of 
the farriers have not received a formal training or 
education.before working in the stables, most of 
them became farrier only after they are hired as 
normal stable cleaner and were selected by stable 
owners for receiving a farrier aeducation. 

 HORSE FAIR 

Every year, an international fair is held in Beijing. It is very useful to foreign companies to enter 
into the Chinese market, all the Chinese related to horse industries will participate and visit this 
fair.  

China International Professional Horse Sports & Leisure Industries Exhibition 
Venue: Beijing  
Frequency: Annual 
Date: October of each year  
Website: http://www.chinahorsefair.com.cn/cn/  

  

http://www.chinahorsefair.com.cn/cn/
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 IMPORTANT ASSOCIATIONS 

China Equestrian Association 

Shijingshan Disrict, Laoshi Xi Street 5, Beijing, China 
Website: https://www.c-e-a.org.cn/ 

Remark: It is the official organization under the administration of China Sport Ministry, which is 
in charge of the equestrian sports affairs in China.  

China Horse Industry Association 

Chaoyang District, Maizidian Street No.22, Beijing, China 
Website: http://www.chinahorse.org/home/en  

Remark: It is an industry organization, which is engaged in the administration of horse breeding 
and related issues.  

Beijing Turf & Equestrian Association 

Tongzhou District, Songzhuang, Beilaiyin Wan Bldg.7-411, Beijing, China 
Website: http://www.btea.cn/  

Remark: It is the most important local equestrian association in China, as Beijing gathered the 
most premier equestrian clubs in China.  

 MEDIA AND MAGAZINE 

• Horsemanship http://www.horsing.org/portal.php  

• China Equestrian and Horse Racing http://www.horsechinaone.com/en/  

 CONCLUSION AND PROSPECTION 

Horse racing and equestrian industry has been developing for more than 30 years in China. 
However, the real obvious and systematic development is only achieved since 2000, especially 
after the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing.  

At present stage, most of the horses for professional sports and some related service are still 
depending on import. Though a lot of achievements have been made through the efforts of 
Chinese government and various organizations, a complete industry chain like in western 
countries is still not complete. The problems faced by Chinese are in all aspects of horse and 
related industries, such as the policy on horse breeding, horse trade, horse quality, stud book 
and identification system, horse feed and nutrition, medical treatment and other related 
services.   

 

https://www.c-e-a.org.cn/
http://www.chinahorse.org/home/en
http://www.btea.cn/
http://www.horsing.org/portal.php
http://www.horsechinaone.com/en/
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To be concrete, the main problems are in the following subsectors:  

1. Stable management and stable labor education 
2. Feed R & D 
3. Vaccination and health care  
4. High level training system  

 

However, these disadvantages of the Chinese market also create opportunities for foreign 
organizations and companies. Based on more and more market demand and the improvement 
on investment environment, the Chinese horse market is slowly catching up with those of more 
developed international markets. 

It is optimistic about the future of China's equestrian and horseracing industries for the 
following reasons:  

1. Horse is an important element in Chinese culture.  
2. Equestrian sport is seen as an emerging fashionable sport, which attract more and more 

people.  
3. It is quite possible that Chinese government will lift the ban for betting on horse racing.  

Are you interested in exploring the market even further? Please contact our office in Beijing.: 

Flanders Investment and Trade Beijing 
c/o Embassy of Belgium in Beijing 
Chaoyang District 
Sanlitun Dong San Jie No.3 
Beijing 
China 100600 
T +86 10 65 32 49 64  
beijing@fitagency.com 

Note:  

Some information and text in this report are adopted from the following information source: 
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201409/12/WS5a2a4322a3101a51ddf8ff17.html. 

mailto:beijing@fitagency.com
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201409/12/WS5a2a4322a3101a51ddf8ff17.html
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The information in this publication is provided for background information that should enable 
you to get a picture of the subject treated in this document. It is collected with the greatest care 
based on all data and documentation available at the moment of publication. Thus this 
publication was never intended to be the perfect and correct answer to your specific situation. 
Consequently it can never be considered a legal, financial or other specialized advice. Flanders 
Investment & Trade (FIT) accepts no liability for any errors, omissions or incompleteness, and no 
warranty is given or responsibility accepted as to the standing of any individual, firm, company 
or other organization mentioned.  

Date of publication: 03/2022 
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