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1. VOLGA FEDERAL DISTRICT AS ONE OF THE EIGHT 
ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS COMPRIZING THE RUSSIAN 
FEDERATION 

The Near-the-Volga (Privolzhsky) Federal District, or the Volga District for short, is one of the 8 
administrative divisions of Russia that unites 14 regions and republics on about 6.1% of the country’s 
territory. It is the landlocked and second most populous district of Russia with about 29 million inhabitants 
(the country’s 21.3%), of which 73% are urban dwellers. The District’s administrative centre is Nizhny 
Novgorod, a city with about 1.25 m population, located some 400 km east of Moscow and 900 km south-
east of St. Petersburg. 

 

The District’s location at the crossroads of important transit corridors – east to west and north to south – 
as well as a high concentration of populated areas result in a dense transportation infrastructure that 
includes highways, rail lines and waterways on Russia’s 3 great rivers: the Volga, the Oka and the Kama. 
River transport for cargo and passenger movements, the latter including cruise tourism, is only used 
between April and November due to the seasonality factor and continuous snow and negative temperatures 
during winters. 
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The largest urban agglomerations of the District 
include: 

- Samara + Togliatti (2.77 million) 

- Nizhny Novgorod (2.35 million) 

- Kazan (1.6 million) 

- Ufa (1.53 million) 

The District’s largest cities are well interconnected 
by road, rail and air, while Nizhny Novgorod, the 
District’s administrative centre, is also linked with 
Moscow via a higher-speed rail line with frequent 
daily passenger train services. 

 

Historically, the District has been very strong in the machine building sector, now holding >33% of Russia’s 
output. Today, it boasts about 25% of national industrial production and just over 15% share of the 
country’s GDP. The largest industrial sectors of the District include nearly 85% of the national automotive 
industry, 65% of aerospace, 40% of petrochemistry and 30% of the shipbuilding sector. The District is the 
second largest in the country for oil (20% of Russia) and gas mining, which explains the high level of 
pipeline transport development, also serving Urals-Europe routes. 

Other notable economic sectors of the District are: 

− building and construction, 

− transport and logistics, 

− production of pharmaceuticals and healthcare equipment and devices, 

− agriculture and food processing, 

− IT and R&D, 

− tourism and hospitality (since early 2000’s). 

Education is yet another major asset of many Volga regions: Kazan is the place of Russia’s third-oldest 
University, after those of Moscow and St. Petersburg, which was founded by Royal Decree of Czar Alexander 
Ist in 1804. The Nizhny Novgorod State University, although founded 2 centuries later, in 1916, was often the 
first one in Russia to introduce innovative disciplines: e.g. the Faculty of Computational Mathematics and 
Cybernetics was opened in Nizhny in 1963, about 7 years before that at the Moscow State University. The 
District’s state and private universities account for about 1.5 million students, both from Russia and many 
foreign countries. 
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The two key cities of the District, most popular with tourists, are the 1000-year-old Kazan, capital of the 
Republic of Tatarstan, and 800-year-old Nizhny Novgorod, formerly the ‘wallet’ (or ‘pocket’) of the Russian 
Empire at the turn of the XIX-XXth centuries, when the famous Nizhny Novgorod Trade Fair was enjoying 
its heyday. The main tourist attractions of both the cities, located some 400 km apart, are still their XVI 
century Kremlins – whitewashed in Kazan and red-brick in Nizhny, the latter being Russia’s second largest, 
after the Moscow Kremlin. 

The Volga District is a major player on the foreign trade scene: its turnover for 9 months of 2021 exceeded 
USD 44 bn, about 38.5% higher than for the same period of the COVID-hit year 2020. Being quite export-
oriented, the District imported goods and services of USD 13 bn, which is almost 30% of the total turnover 
amount. Tatarstan, Nizhny Novgorod, Perm and Samara are the leading regions that contribute over 70% 
to the District’s foreign trade turnover. 

 

The Volga Federal District in Figures 
 

• Territory: 1.036.975 km² (6% of Russia) 

• Composition: 14 areas, including 6 republics and 8 regions 

• Population: 29 million (~20% of Russia), second most populous after the Central District 

• Population density: 28 persons per km², 73% are urban dwellers 

• Most populous regions: Bashkortostan, Tatarstan, Nizhny Novgorod, Samara 

• Highly industrial District; home to about 1/3 of Russia’s innovative companies and nearly half of 
Russian technology exports 

• Gross regional product value in 2019 – 194.5 bn EUR 

• Solid foreign trade player of Russia, with exports of USD >31 bn and imports of USD 13 bn as of 9 
months of 2021 

• Dense railway, road and river transport networks, backed by modern airport infrastructure 

• Administrative centre - Nizhny Novgorod, population of 1.25 m, 400 km east of Moscow. 

2. INNOVATIVE DEVELOPMENT OF THE DISTRICT 
Provided the fusion of a significant industrial development degree, higher education and R&D activities of 
the Volga regions, numerous projects of innovative nature were and are developed or supported, since a 
decade or so, by the authorities of most areas. Since no uniform policy for such project implementation 
exists on the District level, each region has its own strategy of innovation development, which in most cases 
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is linked to the investment promotion activities that regions pursue. The most recent innovative 
development ratings, published by various sources, reflect a relevant stability within the group of leaders, 
most of which are in the European part of the country or, precisely, the Central and Volga Federal Districts. 

The Russian Regional Innovation Development Index, published by the High School of Economic, the 
National Research Institute of Russia (www.hse.ru), is based on the following criteria: 

- Social-economic conditions of innovation activities 

- Scientific and technical potential 

- Innovation activities 

- Export activities 

- Quality of the innovation policy. 

As of 2019, two regions of the Volga Federal District are among the top 5 Russian areas with the highest 
innovation development score: Tatarstan (3rd place) and Nizhny Novgorod (5th place). While Tatarstan’s 
highest component in the rating is ‘Quality of the innovation policy’, the one for Nizhny Novgorod is 
‘Scientific and technical potential’. Other Volga regions in this rating are Ulyanovsk (12th place), Samara (14th 
place) and Perm (16th place). 

RIA Rating, a consultancy affiliated with the RIA News Agency (www.riarating.ru), published a 2020 rating 
’Scientific and technological development’ of the country’s regions. The top 5 includes Republic of Tatarstan 
(3rd place) and Nizhny Novgorod Region (4th place), which switched their positions since 2019. The other 
areas of the Volga Federal District follow the leader group and include Samara (6th place), Perm (7th place) 
and Ulyanovsk (9th place). This rating is based on the following criteria: 

- Level of the scientific and technological development 

- Availability and volumes of high-tech production 

- Fundamental and applied scientific research activities 

- Sales, including exports, of innovative products, technologies, and services 

- Volumes of patent applications registered outside Russia. 

The Volga District’s top positions in the ratings, proving its very high level of social-economic development, 
are well deserved primarily thanks to the around 2.200 companies (22.4% of such entities in Russia) that 
were registered in the District as those involved in innovation projects in 2019; most of those companies 
are based in Tatarstan (16.1%) and Nizhny Novgorod (13.2%). Research and development activities were 
performed by another 700 companies of the District (17% of all Russian companies of the kind), of which 
18.7% are in Tatarstan and 13.9% in Nizhny. 

Projects and activities in the innovation field are supported on different levels and funded by both national, 

http://www.hse.ru/
http://www.riarating.ru/
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including federal and regional, and foreign entities: e.g. about USD 15 bn of investments into projects related 
to Russian industrial and technoparks for the past 10 years originated from abroad only. As of December 
2021, 379 industrial and technoparks on about 14 million sq. m. of space operate in 54 Russian regions, 
hosting some 14.500 companies, of which around 15% are foreign businesses, mostly from Germany, Japan, 
Italy, Finland and other countries. The Volga District hosts 34 industrial and technoparks active in its regions 
by far, of which 4 are part of the top group with the highest efficiency level, 2 – of the high efficiency level 
group, and 3 – of relatively high efficiency level group. 

A federal support mechanism for industrial clusters, often including technoparks, was finetuned as of late 
2021, to back the operations of the currently active 51 units in 37 regions across the country, and to subsidize 
creation of some 100 new industrial parks and innovation hubs that are currently in the development phase.  
The most notable projects to be implemented in the Volga Federal District before 2024 are: 

- the Innovative scientific and technological centre (ISTC) ‘Quantum Valley’ in Nizhny Novgorod, to 
specialize in R&D of advanced digital and AI technology and to include 5 clusters already active in 
the city 

- ‘Technopolises of the Volga Region’ meant to unite 10 regional projects of campus and technological 
site creation; the projects are not competing but complementing one another, also being affiliated 
with the free economic zones operating in relevant regions 

- 3 private large industrial parks for the electrotechnical, textile and other advanced equipment 
development and production in the Republic of Chuvashiya. 

Innovation clusters are gaining further popularity and emerging or developing in many regions across 
Russia: as of late 2021, the Volga Federal District hosts 20 industrial type clusters in the aerospace, 
automotive, lighting and optoelectronics, IT, bio- and nanotechnologies, petrochemistry, and other sectors. 
One of the largest and most successful clusters of such type is ‘Innokam’, the Kama Innovation Cluster in 
the Republic of Tatarstan that caters to companies in the petrochemical, oil refining, automotive and auto-
component production and unites some 300 associate members. 

The ICT sector is another major asset of the District in regions like Nizhny Novgorod, Perm and Tatarstan. 
Nizhny alone is home to around 1.500 IT companies employing some 33.000 specialists, holding the 3rd 
position in Russia for software exports to nearly 30 countries.  Intel Corporation (USA) opened its second 
R&D office in Nizhny Novgorod in early 2020, to back the first office active since 2007 working on Intel’s 
global projects related to AI, machine vision, 5G, microprocessor architecture, high performance computing, 
and the Internet of things. Innopolis, a satellite city of Tatarstan’s capital Kazan, created in 2012 and still 
expanding, incorporates a University and a free economic zone, also caters primarily to the ICT sector.  
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3. TECHNOPARKS OF THE VOLGA FEDERAL DISTRICT 

The most populous and central-easternmost region of both the District and European Russia, bordering 
with the Urals District.  

Alongside with 17 industrial parks operating in the region and mostly servicing the Republic’s core 
petrochemical and machine building industries, one technopark – ‘Rosoil FSCC UAI’ – is active since 2009 
and specializes in development of new materials for the chemical and aviation industries, as well as 
production of oilfield equipment, resource exploration and drilling machines. 

 

The west-centrally located region of the District, best-known for its hop production and beer brewing 
traditions since the USSR times. 

Agriculture and food processing, machine building and agricultural equipment and hardware, energy 
generation and electrotechnical production are the most important economic sectors of the Republic.  
While two industrial parks and three business-incubators are currently active in Chuvashiya, the local 
authorities foresee a creation of other industrial parks for the spheres of electrical engineering, textiles and 
advanced material production, but no high-tech parks yet. 

 

The northern region of the District, bordering with the areas of Russia’s North-Western Federal District.  

Although the regional economy is quite diverse and includes machine building and metal processing, 
chemical and microbiological, cellulose and woodworking industries, no technoparks as such currently 
operate locally by far. ‘Quantorium’, a Tatarstan-based educational project of ‘technoparks for children’, is 
still gaining substantial popularity since its arrival in the region a while ago, now operating in its 3 cities. 

 

One of the smaller entities of the District, surrounded by its other regions.  

The main economic sectors are machine building and technological equipment for afforestation and 
woodworking, as well as lighting engineering and food processing industries. The ‘VolgaTech’ science and 
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technology park was created in 2003 as a subsidiary of the Povolzhsky State Technological University, now 
specializing in biotechnologies and development of new materials for the aviation and automotive 
industries. 

 

Another smaller region, west-centrally located within the District and ranking well in education, R&D and 
innovations. 

Mordovia is quite developed despite its compact size and population of about 780.000 only: the local 
economy is strong for high education, lighting and electrotechnical engineering, chemical substances and 
products, agriculture and food processing industries.  The innovative infrastructure of the Republic includes: 

- High-tech ‘Technopark Mordovia’, created in 2011 and working for the sectors of optics and 
photonics, energy-efficient lighting components, nanotechnologies, composite materials and 
biotechnologies, and 

- ‘Centre of nanotechnologies and nanomaterials of the Republic of Mordovia’: set up in 2012, it 
specializes in development of new materials for the aviation, shipbuilding, and chemical industries. 

 

The westernmost and closest to Moscow region of the District; city of Nizhny Novgorod is the centre of 
both the region and the Volga Federal District. 

Today’s Nizhny enjoys key positions in Russia for automotive, aviation, shipbuilding, petrochemicals, IT and 
R&D, heavy machine building, medical instruments, transport and logistics, as well as food processing 
industries. The region’s two technoparks, repeatedly rated as highly efficient, are: 

- ‘Ankudinovka’, working since 2011 for the ICT, optics and photonics, healthcare and pharmaceutical, 
as well as machine building and material processing industries, and 

- ‘Sarov’, created in 2008 to serve the needs of the radio-electronic and instrumentation apparatus, 
nuclear and ICT industries. 

In late 2021, Russian Federal Government approved the creation of an Innovative Scientific and 
Technological Centre ‘Quantum Valley’, to unite 5 clusters already active in Nizhny Novgorod, and will 
provide a special tax and legal regime for R&D in advanced digital technologies, AI and IT, innovative 
materials and components, etc. 
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The central-southeasternmost region of the District, and one of the two bordering Kazakhstan and enjoying 
a milder climate than most other Volga regions.  

The main economic sectors are natural resources (oil, gas, ferrous and non-ferrous metals), energy 
generation and machine building, as well as agriculture dominated by grain production and horticulture.  
Alongside with smaller industrial parks operating as part of some production plants, a unit at the Orenburg 
State University that specializes in technical inspection and homologation of passenger moving mechanisms 
is classified as a mini-technopark within the structure of the University. 

 

South-western location within the District and borders with Central regions of Russia. 

Being a rather average region of European Russia with main economic sectors like the processing industry, 
agriculture, transport and distribution, the local authorities opted for boosting the regional development 
through creation of a high-tech infrastructure; as a result, the following technoparks operate in Penza 
today: 

- ‘High Tech Park Rameev’, created in 2014 and active in ICT, innovative materials for healthcare and 
pharma, as well as biotechnologies 

- ‘Yablochkov’, since 2011 working for the radio-electronic and electrotechnical engineering, ICT and 
new material developments. 

 

The north-easternmost area of the District, bordering with North-Western and Urals regions of Russia. 

Perm is one of the top ICT regions of Russia and home to ‘Dom.Ru’, one of the country’s first private and 
largest cable TV, Internet and telecom service providers for households and industries. The other notable 
economic sectors in Perm are metallurgic industry and machine building, aerospace, petrochemistry, 
forestry and timber processing. Two technoparks are active in the area as of today: 

- ‘Technopark Perm’, since 2017 working for ICT, new materials, metallurgy and metal treatment, optics 
and photonics, and 

- ‘Morion Digital’, created in 2018 and specializing in radioelectronics, electrotechnical industry, and 
ICT. 

 



//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////// 
 
Innovation & Technoparks in the Volga Federal District page 11 of 15 

One of the most important and industrially advanced regions of the District, located in its south-central 
part. 

The city of Togliatti is home to the world-famous producer of Lada cars, the ‘AvtoVAZ’ plant. Samara, as 
the administrative centre of the region, is one of Russia’s largest and most industrialized cities, hosting 
aerospace, machine building and metalworking plants. The region complements the city of Samara with 
petrochemical, automotive and auto-mechanical, plastics and electrotechnical industries, as well as 
transport, logistics and distribution service providers. Alongside with some industrial parks operating in the 
region, one high-tech park – Zhigoulevskaya Dolina – was set up in 2013 and specializes in the aerospace, 
automotive and agro-industries, as well as IT and biotechnologies. 

 

The southernmost region of the District, one of the two bordering Kazakhstan and enjoying a milder climate 
than most other Volga regions.  

The regional economy is represented by the fuel and energy industry, machine building (including that for 
passenger and cargo transportation), petrochemical and food processing sectors. The only technopark 
active in Saratov is ‘Volgoagrotehnika’ which is part of the State Agricultural University and works in the 
agro-industrial field. 

 

The most-centrally located area of the District, second-most populous and sharing top positions with the 
District’s economic leaders Nizhny Novgorod, Perm, Samara and Bashkortostan. 

The economy is built around its oil and gas sector, petrochemistry and ICT, automotive and aerospace, 
energy generation and machine building.  Tatarstan is the District’s leading region for higher education 
and R&D sectors: the Privolzhsky Federal University, formerly University of Kazan founded in early 1800’s, 
and the high-tech oriented Innopolis University, founded in 2012, are the largest higher educational entities 
of the Republic. 

Two high-tech parks currently operate in Tatarstan: 

- ‘Ideya’, since 2004 working in two locations within the Republic for the ICT, new materials and 
biotechnologies, healthcare and pharmaceutical industries, metallurgy and metal processing, as well 
as agricultural technologies and machinery, and  

- ‘IT-Park’, solely for ICT since 2009. 
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‘Quantorium’, an educational project of ‘technoparks for children’, originally from Eastern Tatarstan but 
successfully spreading throughout most of the Volga regions and other areas of Russia, is a new concept 
that gained notable popularity since its incorporation just a few years ago. 

Some special economic zones operate in the Republic, the largest being ‘SEZ Innopolis’ near Kazan and 
‘Innokam’, the innovation and industrial cluster in the highly industrialized eastern part of the Republic. 

 

A north-centrally located region, surrounded by other areas of the Volga District. 

Best-known for being home to the ‘Kalashnikov’ gun producing plant, the Udmurt economy incudes 
metalworking and machine building, ferrous metallurgy and radio-electronics, as well as timer and food 
processing industries. Since recently, the capital city Izhevsk is spreading its name as one of Russia’s leading 
producers of AI-enabled robots and system integrators for robotics. The only high-tech park active in the 
Republic is ‘Nobel’, aimed at R&D of high-tech and solutions for various applications. 

 

ULYANOVSK REGION  

Rather compact but important southwest-centrally located region of the District. 

The main economic sectors are machine building and various processing industries, aviation and 
automotive, transport and distribution. Since 2013, ‘Ulnanotech’, the Ulyanovsk Centre for Technology 
Transfer, is active in the spheres of biotechnologies, healthcare and pharma, aviation and ICT. Another unit, 
‘Ulyanovsk Technopark’, was established in 2007 for R&D and production of innovative products for the 
healthcare sector. 

4. MARKET OPPORTUNITIES FOR FLEMISH COMPANIES 
Most regions of the Volga Federal District offer an array of business opportunities to Flemish companies in 
the innovation, ICT and high-tech R&D sectors. Joint projects, products or services may be locally developed 
for and implemented on not only the Russian market, but also for exports. The assets that the Volga District 
can provide to its foreign partners are: 

- Convenient location in the European part of Russia, 

- Wealthy market of about 29 million consumers, 

- Major Russian foreign trade partner with 2021 estimated imports of 13 bn EUR, 
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- Excellent transport and ICT infrastructure allowing easy flow of persons, goods and information 
within and beyond the District and country, 

- High degrees of university education and innovative development in most of the regions, 

- Availability of modern R&D facilities and financial incentives of various types, 

- References in and exports of R&D products to dozens of foreign countries, including those of the 
EU, 

- Choice of locations within the District, depending on the required industry type and end-
user/partner presence. 

The office of Flanders Investment & Trade in Nizhny Novgorod, with the jurisdiction area of the Volga 
Federal District, is always ready to provide further information and assistance regarding business 
opportunities of most types to interested entities from Belgium and its Flemish region. 

5. USEFUL WEBLINKS 
Technoparks and innovation centres 

www.rosoil.ru 

www.mb21.ru/tekhnoparki-i-inkubatory/  

www.kvant43.ru 

www.volgatech.net 

www.technopark-mordovia.ru 

www.cnnrm.ru 

www.it-park-nn.com 

www.itechnopark.ru 

www.osu.ru 

www.technopark-rameev.ru 

www.biznes-penza.ru 

www.techperm.ru 

www.morion.digital 

www.kvantorium.ru 

http://www.rosoil.ru/
http://www.mb21.ru/tekhnoparki-i-inkubatory/
http://www.kvant43.ru/
http://www.volgatech.net/
http://www.technopark-mordovia.ru/
http://www.cnnrm.ru/
http://www.it-park-nn.com/
http://www.itechnopark.ru/
http://www.osu.ru/
http://www.technopark-rameev.ru/
http://www.biznes-penza.ru/
http://www.techperm.ru/
http://www.morion.digital/
http://www.kvantorium.ru/
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www.dolinatlt.ru 

www.sgau.ru 

www.tpidea.ru 

www.itpark.tech 

www.sezinnopolis.ru 

www.innokam.ru 

www.nobelpark.ru 

www.ulntp.ru 

www.ulnanotech.com 

6. SOURCES 
www.pfo.gov.ru 

www.akitrf.ru 

www.hse.ru 

www.riarating.ru 

www.nn-invest.ru 

www.interfax.ru 

www.bfm.ru 

www.dk.ru 

www.niann.ru 

www.opennov.ru 

www.nta-nn.ru 

www.nta-pfo.ru 

www.rbc.ru 

www.vedomosti.ru 

www.kommersant.ru 

www.forbes.ru 

http://www.dolinatlt.ru/
http://www.sgau.ru/
http://www.tpidea.ru/
http://www.itpark.tech/
http://www.sezinnopolis.ru/
http://www.innokam.ru/
http://www.nobelpark.ru/
http://www.ulntp.ru/
http://www.ulnanotech.com/
http://www.pfo.gov.ru/
http://www.akitrf.ru/
http://www.hse.ru/
http://www.riarating.ru/
http://www.nn-invest.ru/
http://www.interfax.ru/
http://www.bfm.ru/
http://www.dk.ru/
http://www.niann.ru/
http://www.opennov.ru/
http://www.nta-nn.ru/
http://www.nta-pfo.ru/
http://www.rbc.ru/
http://www.vedomosti.ru/
http://www.kommersant.ru/
http://www.forbes.ru/
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www.hightech.fm 

Companies’ and organizations’ websites 

 

 
 
 
 
Disclaimer 
The information in this publication is provided for background information that should enable you to get a picture of the subject treated in this 

document. It is collected with the greatest care based on all data and documentation available at the moment of publication. Thus this publication 

was never intended to be the perfect and correct answer to your specific situation. Consequently it can never be considered a legal, financial or 

other specialized advice. Flanders Investment & Trade (FIT) accepts no liability for any errors, omissions or incompleteness, and no warranty is given 

or responsibility accepted as to the standing of any individual, firm, company or other organization mentioned. 

 

Date of publication: December 2021 

 

http://www.hightech.fm/
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