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1. Beer manufacturing & retail in Russia 

1.1. Beer manufacturing in Russia 
 

Beer is one of the most popular alcoholic beverage in Russia. In 2018, its average per capita 

consumption increased totaled 55,5 liters per person per year, which only amounted to 78% of 

the indicator of 2013 (71 liters). For comparison, the indicator in the major beer-consuming 

countries is 2 times higher. In the Czech Republic, for instance, consumption exceeds 140 liters per 

capita per year (source: https://profibeer.ru/). 

In 2013, in Russia, there was a dramatic drop in  beer production volumes for more than 9%  

compared with 2012 and amounting to 888 mln. decalitres, then the volume rates continued its 

decline trend. In 2014, beer production decreased by more than 7% compared with 2013, amounting 

to 823 mln. decalitres and in 2015 there was a drop of more than 5% compared with 2014.   

Such a decrease in  market volume was caused by  a number of factors, restrictions in terms of 

beer sales retail networks at nighttime, a ban for sales via kiosks and pavilions, a ban to sell their 

products in PET containers of more than 1.5 liters in volume as well as to freely advertise their 

products. It should be noted that during the period 2009–2016, the beer excise rate was raised by 

almost  7 times, and has continued to grow since then. 

In 2016, the dynamics of beer production demonstrated slight growth when the production volume 

amounted to 783 mln., but in 2017, 744 mln. decalitres of beer were produced in Russia, that is 5% 

less than in 2016. In 2018, the volume of beer production amounted to 774 mln. decalitres, a slight 

growth rate of 4% compared to 2017.  

 

Beer (incl. malt-free beer with flavorings) manufacturing (incl. malt-free beer with flavorings) in 

Russia in 2012-2018 yy. in terms of volume (mln.decalitres) 

 

Source: https://www.beerunion.ru/,  https://profibeer.ru/* 
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1.2. Beer retail in Russia 
 

The volume of retail sales in the domestic market of beer has also been demonstrating negative 

dynamics. The situation is typical in the context of recent years. According to the Russian Federal 

State Statistics Service (Rosstat), the volume of beer sales in 2016 amounted to 781 million decalitres, 

which is 3.7% lower than the level of 2015. With the exception of several months of 2016, the 

volume of beer sales in 2016 was lower than in 2015. 

In 2017-2018yy, sales decreased again, by 7% and 0,3% respectively, according to estimates by the 

Russian Beer Union (https://www.interfax.ru/business/648543). 

 

Beer (incl. malt-free beer with flavorings)  retail sales in Russia in 2012-2018 yy. (in mln.decalitres) 

 

Source: https://www.beerunion.ru/, https://www.fedstat.ru/** 

 

One of the main reasons of declining beer sales is strengthening regulation – the last restriction 

involved a ban on production and sales of beer in plastic containers of over 1.5 litres. Declining 

real household incomes have been affecting the situation as well. 

In 2018, Beer retail sales demonstrated a slight drop 0.3% y-o-y, unexpected insignificant decrease 

despite Russia’s hosting the World Football Championship-2018 in the country. 
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Excise taxes revenues by alcohol types and beer in 11M2014-2018 in bln.RUB 

 

Source: https://www.beerunion.ru/, https://ac.gov.ru/ *** 

 

Beer retail sales and real disposable income in 2013-2017 years (in % change y-o-y) 
 

 

Source: https://www.gks.ru/ 

 

1.3. Russian market key players 
 

Top 5 breweries occupy around 68.6% of the market in total annual revenue, which increased to 

258.7 billion rubles in the fiscal year 2018. 
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 URL: https://corporate.baltika.ru/ 

BALTIKA Breweries (St.Petersburg)  

‘Baltika’ LLC is the largest beer manufacturer in Russia, accumulating almost a third of the total 

revenue among all companies in the industry or around 78 bln. RUB. 

Brands: Carlberg, Holsten, Koff, Tuborg, Kronenbourg 1664, Tuborg, Baltika, Nevskoe, Zhigulevskoe 

and others. 

URL: https://abinbevefes.ru/ 

AbInBevEFES (Moscow region) 

Brands: BUD, Corona Extra, Leffe, Hoegaarden, Stella Artois, Klinskoe, Sibirskaya Korona 

URL: https://heinekenrussia.ru/ 

Heineken United Breweries Ltd.(St.Petersburg) 

Brands: Amstel, Heineken, Krusovice, Miller, Okhota Krepkoe 

 

Moscow Brewing Company 

 URL: https://mosbrew.ru/ 

Brands: Budweiser, Hollandia, LapinKulta, Trekhgornoe 

 

URL: http://www.trehsosensky.ru/ 

Brands: Trekhsosenskoe 

However, in 2019, Baltika was going on  reducing its sales and losing market share as AB InBev Efes 

is reducing the distance with market leader. Due to price competition and expanding its presence 

in the retail networks. At the same time there is a clear trend of premium brand commitment to 

the market which is also supported by international brands. http://foodmarket.spb.ru/ *****) 
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2. Beer import in Russia 

The volume of imported beer (here and after ‘Beer’ means ‘Beer made from malt’, Russia has got 

its own product classification, sometimes not identical with standard world classification. 

Import/export statistic provided only for ‘Beer made from the malt’) amounted to 923 K tons total 

weight for the period 2016 – 2019. It should be noted that in 2017, there was a dramatic increase 

of 54% in beer import in terms of volume. In 2018, Beer import to Russia totaled 315 K tons, a 10% 

increase compared to 2018. It is expected that by 2025, the import volume will amount to 405K 

tons. 

 

Beer import  structure to Russia in 2016-2019 yy. in terms of volume (in tons) 

 

Source: https://ru-stat.com/ 
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Structure of beer importers by country in 2018 (in %, in terms of value in mln. doll) 

 

 

Source: https://ru-stat.com/ 

 
In 2018, in the structure of imports by country, on the TOP-10  the first place is occupied by 

Germany (36% or 108 mln. doll), followed by Czech Republic (12% or 37 mln. doll), Belgium is on 

third place with total share 10,5% and imported beer volume amounted to 30 mln. doll in terms 

of value. 

In 2019, the top-5 Russian regions-consumers of imported beer are Moscow region, Moscow, 
St.Petersburg, Chelyabinskaya oblast and Primorskiy Kray (Administration center: Vladivostok). It 
should be noted that in 2019, the share of Moscow and Moscow region in beer imported structure 
in terms of value amounted to around 75% (23% or 65 mln. doll and 52% or 147 mln. doll 
respectively, a +8% growth compared with 2018 (136 mln. doll for Moscow regions). The share of 
Top-5 regions -consumers of imported beer is amounting to more than 94%. It should be noted 
that in total there are 85 regions in the Russian Federation. 
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The beer import allocated by the Russian regions in 11M2019 (in mln.doll) 
 

 

https://ru-stat.com/ 

 

3. Belgian beer export in Russia 

The total Belgian Beer export to Russia for the period 2014–2019 amounted to 123 mln. doll. Since 

2016, there has been a sustained upward trend in Belgium beer export in Russia in terms of value. 

In 2018, the volume of export beer from Belgium amounted to 30,5 mln. doll, +47% of growth rate 

(y-o-y) compared with 2017 when the volume of exported beer in terms of value totaled 20.8 mln. 

doll. However, in 2019, there was a slight drop of 1,6% in the volume of exported beer or 30 mln. 

doll accordingly. 

  

Moscow region
147

51.8%

Moscow 
64.6

22.8%

St.Petersburg 21.5
7.6%

Chelyabinsk region
20.8
7.3%

Primorskiy kray
13.6
4.8%

Kaliningrad region
5.3

1.9%

Leningrad region
3.3

1.2%

Khabarovskiy kray
1.8

0.6%

Krasnodarskiy 
kray
1.2

0.4%

Omsk region
4.7

1.7%

https://ru-stat.com/


Belgium beer export to Russia in terms of value in 2014-2019 yy (in mln.doll) 
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Belgium beer export into Russia in 2014-2018 in terms of volume (in mln. litres)  
 

 

https://ru-stat.com/ 

 

The total weight of exported beer for the period 2014-2018 amounted  to 78 K tons with total 

quantity of 67 mln. litres. 

Beer Import to Russia from Belgium for the period January-October 2019 amounted to 27.7 mln. 
doll., with total weight of 21.4 K tons and quantity of 17.8 mln. litres. 
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Dynamics of Belgium beer export  to Russia in 10M2018-10M2019 
 

 

https://ru-stat.com/ 

 
Among the Russian regions-consumers of imported Belgian beer are the following ones: Moscow 

region, Moscow, St.Petersburg, Omsk region, Nizhegorodsky, Sverdlovsk and Kaliningrad regions.  It 

should be specified that in 2018, the share of Moscow and Moscow region in Belgium beer imported 

structure in terms of value amounted to more than 93% (45,4% or 13.8 mln. doll and 47,8% or 14.6 

mln. doll respectively). The share of Top-3 regions -consumers of imported Belgian beer (Moscow, 

Moscow region and St.Petersburg) is amounting to 99.7%. In 2018, the volume of Belgian beer 

imported in St.Petersburg totaled 2mln. doll in terms by value followed by Omsk and 

Nizhegorodskiy regions or 60 thousand doll and 19K doll respectively. Below the diagram with 

results for January-November of 2019. 

 

Belgium export beer allocation by Russian regions in 11M2019 (in mln. doll) 
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4. Russian beer export 

 

Russian regions contribution in Beer export structure in 2019 

 

Source: https://ru-stat.com/ 

 
 
Dynamic of Russian beer export to other countries in 2014-2018 yy.in terms of value (in mln.doll) 
 

 

https://ru-stat.com/ 
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Beer export structure from Russia by country in 2018 (in %, in terms of value) 
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In 2019, among Russia’s most important partners in the structure of export by country, in TOP-10 
countries the first place is occupied by Kazakhstan (32.4% or 30.6 mln. doll), followed by Belarus 
(19% or 23.8 mln. doll) and Ukraine (18.7% or 23.4 mln. doll) in terms of value. 
 

5. Trends on the Russian market 

In recent years, the Russian beer market has become more interesting and has got a trend for  
diversification. In various market segments (price, taste, % rate of alcohol, geographical ones.), the 
share of mass brands and sorts is decreasing, but small and original sorts are becoming more 
popular and growing more faster.  
 

5.1. Main market drivers 
 
2017 was marked by  new growth rates of the craft beer market in Russia, despite the fact that 
2015 showed a general trend to a large drop in the domestic beer industry which continued in 
2016-2017, against the background of the market loss as a whole. There is an active growth 
demonstrated by niche beer categories, including the craft beer segment. 

The craft industry was noted by the keen interest of the domestic consumers who take a growing 
interest in non-standard beer sorts (even large Breweries have felt this interest and focused on 
the author´s style sorts). 

 

Top-5 of craft beer producers in 2019 
 
In 2019, the Top-5 of craft beer producers are the following: 
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‘Volkovskaya pivovarnja’ (Moscow region) 
 

 
 
One of the few craft Breweries that managed to get into Retail networks and be represented  on 
their shelves. We can see their products in Lenta, Pyaterochka and Dixie supermarkets, largest 
Russian retailers. This Brewery is often considered as one of the largest author's Breweries in 
Russia. 
URL: http://wolfsbrewery.com/ 
 
‘Vasileovsrovskaya pivovarnja’, (St.Petersburg) 
 

 
 
URL: http://vpspb.ru 
 
‘Gletcher’ (Moscow region), http://gletcherbrewery.com/ 

 
 
‘Jaws Brewery’ (Sverdlovsk region) 
 

 
 
URL: http://jawsbeer.ru/ 
 
‘Salden’s’ (Tula), http://saldens.ru/ 
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Sorts of beer that are popular on the Russian market or are gaining the popularity in 2018-

2020 yy. 
 

2018 2019 2020 FORECAST 

New England IPA, including 
New England in different 
styles - APA, IPA, DIPA and 
even milkshake IPA. 

It is expected that the next 
stage in the development of 
the Hazy, Juicy, New England 
and milkshake-IPA sorts  can 
be additional pouring in 
these drinks not only fruits 
but also vegetables 

More interest for Barley wine 
beer 
The most popular breweries for 
these sorts are: Zagovor 
http://zagovorbrewery.com/ 
And AF Brew 
https://vk.com/afbrew 
 

Development of beer styles as 
Juicy/Hazy IPA, milkshake IPA 
and Juicy/Hazy Pale Ale (ABV 
7-8%) 

Further evolution of NEIPA и 
Milkshake, more Sour IPA with 
raspberry, mango, passion 
fruit. 

 

 Many new beer sorts marked 
DDH, more “pastry stout”. 

 

 Very popular sort Tomato 
Gose 

 

Source: https://craftdepot.ru/**** 

 
 

Growth in non-alcoholic beer production 
 
Non-alcoholic beer is a real trend of recent years among Breweries-key players on the Russian  
market. In 2016, there was a start for a campaign to introduce citizens to a healthy lifestyle. 
Therefore, in 2017, all large Breweries presented their production line from non-alcoholic segment. 
There is no ban for advertising of this kind of beer. Thus, against the background of 1-2% drop of 
the beer sales, the non-alcoholic beer showed significant growth. Despite the above-mentioned 
trends, the growth in sales of non-alcoholic beer is significantly higher compared with growth 
rates of traditional alcoholic beer. In 2018, the growth rates amounted to 35% in Russia and 46% 
in Siberia. At the same time, beer sales in real terms increased by 5%, and in the Siberian region — 
by 11%. Total sales of non-alcoholic beer in 2018 exceeded 85 mln. liters. 

However, the share of non-alcoholic beer in Russia is still remaining insignificant as it does not 
exceed 2% of the market share. In the dropping beer market, the sales dynamics in this segment 
is rather high. It is estimated that in 2019, the growth rates amounted to 15% or 2,3% of market 
share.  This category will remain in the status of drivers. 

In Western Europe, this figure is 2 times higher, which indicates the large opportunities of this 
segment further development on the Russian market. 

It is expected that non-alcoholic beer will continue to increase its share and by the end of 2021 it 
will amount to 3% of the market. 

 

5.2. Future risk map 2020 
 
It is expected that in 2020, the State regulation will insignificantly affect the market dynamics. 
However, according to the Chairman of the Council of the Union of Russian brewers, it will be 
possible to talk about the stabilization of the industry only if there is no further increase of the 
excise taxes on beer and negative external factors as licensing requirements, excise stamps for 

http://zagovorbrewery.com/
https://vk.com/afbrew
https://craftdepot.ru/


beer, and a ban on PET packing up 0.5 liters (now it works for 1,5 liters). But these risks are still 
existing and really possible to be implemented. The most critical initiatives for brewers were 
postponed indefinitely: 
 
RISK SUBJECT CURRENT SITUATION 
BEER LEBELLING Labeling of beer with excise stamps or 

special chips is not yet implemented, 
although the Government has been 
discussing this possibility for several 
recent years in order to decrease the 
counterfeit production on the market 
shelves. They were going to launch 
beer labeling periodically during 2019. 
However, such plans have not yet been 
implemented, but the question has 
remained open and it should be 
resolved by 2024. By this time, the 
Russian Government is going to 
launch the total labeling of all 
products and tracking their turnover 
in the national system «Честный 
знак» (Honest sign). 

Beer manufacturers did not share the 
government's initiative. They’ve 
stressed that it is not possible to stick 
paper stamps on filled bottles using 
existing technological process. In 
order to implement it, it will require 
significant financial investments, 
which the brewing companies will 
include in the product cost. In their 
turn, beer manufacturers offer an 
alternative way of marking: apply QR 
codes to bottles and use them to 
monitor the turnover of beer. 

Licensing licensing of the beer production and 
its distribution, prohibition for 
individual entrepreneurs to trade beer, 
proposals on the need to connect 
counters to mini-Breweries with 
capacity up to 100 thousand dal 
(instead of 300)  

Implementation of this initiative was 
postponed by officials for an 
indefinite time. 

GOST standards Brewers will be required to brew beer 
according to the requirements of State 
Standardization System (GOST). Now 
the Breweries use their own recipes 
any recipe, guided by technical 
conditions and instructions. The main 
thing is to have a permission from 
Federal Service ‘Rosalcoholregulation’.  

Brewers stressed that brewing beer 
according to GOST leaves many 
original varieties out of the law. 
According to GOST 31711-2012, beer 
can only contain hops, water, malt 
and yeast. There are sour, fruit 
varieties, Imperial stouts, it’s 
impossible to produce these sorts 
strictly according to GOST.  

   

Source: https://spmag.ru/ 

 

5.3. New opportunities and forecast 
 

In 2020, new opportunities are raising for Russian brewing industry, it relates to the return of beer 
sales in stadiums and legalization of online trading. However, the largest manufacturers are 
expecting for the continued low purchasing power of the population and an excise rate increase, 
which occurs for the first time in two years. 

But big Holding companies positively estimate the  excise policy, and also expect that in 2020 the 
Trade development Strategy by the Russian Ministry of industry and trade will be adopted, taking 
into view all the discussions related to creation of a single list of trade restrictions at the Federal 
level and a dialogue on making amendments to the federal law No171-FZ dated 22.11.1995 on the 

https://spmag.ru/


State Regulation of the production and trading volume of ethyl Alcohol and Alcoholic drinks on 
the Register of beer producers. 
 
 
  



 

Belgian beer restaurants/brasserie/pubs/bars in Moscow 
 
Brugge Pub 
Address: Baumanskaya str., 48/13 
Tel: +7 499 261-77-50 
URL: http://bruggepub.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/Bruggepubmoscow 
 
Brasserie belge 0.33 
Address: Moscow, Sadovaya-Spasskaya, d. 17/2, 
Tel: +7 (495) 60 77 55 3  
+7 (926) 0 888 936 
Email: brasserie033@gmail.com 
URL: http://brasserie033.ru/ 
 
BRUXX Belgian PUB 
Address: 18A, Malaya Dmitrovka st., block 3,Mosc 
Tel: +7 (495) 410-90-18 
URL: https://italy-group.ru/en/restaurants/brussel-moscow/ 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/bruxx.msk/about/?ref=page_internal 
 
KELYA BAR 
Address: 3, Sivtsev Vrazhek per., 119019, Moscow 
Tel: +7 (495) 697 68 41 
Email: info@kelyabar.ru 
URL: http://kelyabar.ru/ 
 
LAMBIC brasserie 
Tel: +7 (495) 662-94-55 
Email: info@lambicbar.ru 
URL: www.lambicbar.ru 
 
PAUWEL KWAK pub 
Address: Moscow, Pokrovka st. 2/1 стр. 1 
Tel: +7 (495) 104-84-40 
Email: info@kwakpub.ru 
URL: http://kwakpub.ru/ 
 
TRAPPIST MOSCOW 
Address: Moscow Bolshoy Cherkassky per., 15 
Tel: +7 (977) 906-78-28 
URL: https://dreamteam.fm/trappist_moscow/ 
 
ULYSSES PUB 
Address 22/16, Plotnikov pereulok 
Tel: + 7-499-241-87-99 
Email: arbat@ulysses.pub 
URL: http://ulysses.pub/ 
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HMEL and Ale 
Address: Trekhprudny lane, d.4 building 1 
Tel: +7 (495) 650-30-57 
Email: info@hmel-el.ru 
URL: http://hmel-el.ru/ 
 
JAN PRIMUS 
https://yanprimus.ru/contacts/ 
https://yanprimus.ru 
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