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1. INTRODUCTION 

Sweden is one of the largest countries in Europe in relation to the surface. In Sweden live 

about 10.06 million people, about 23% are younger than 20 years and about 15% of the 

population were born in another country. In Sweden nowadays about 85% of the 

population lives in villages and cities, a proportion that is steadily increasing. The ongoing 

strong urbanization trend offers both challenges and opportunities, and the cities are 

becoming increasingly important to create conditions for regional growth, energy and 

resource efficiency, human well-being and sustainable development of society as a whole. 

European cities generate 85% of the EU's GDP and 90% of all innovations. Accordingly, 

70% of all CO2 emissions are of urban origin. As cities are developed to meet the 

increasing demands and challenges of urbanisation, smart solutions are required. 

Sweden is one of the leading European countries in the development of smart cities. The 

overall goal of the transition to smarter city platforms is to save residents time in a 

sustainable way, improve their quality of life and create new business models, know-how 

and jobs. Efficient urban planning and development has been central to Sweden for many 

years. 
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2. SMART CITY SWEDEN  

Smart City Sweden is a government-funded 

export platform for sustainable urban solutions. At 

our regional offices and headquarters in 

Stockholm, we welcome delegations from all over 

the world interested in investing in smart and 

sustainable urban solutions from Sweden. 

 

In our six regional offices in Sweden, we welcome international delegations at decision-

making level who are interested in implementing Swedish solutions in their local context. 

 

Smart City Sweden collects best practices from Sweden in five areas: climate, energy and 

environment, mobility, digitisation, urban planning and social sustainability. We tailor our 

visiting programmes to the needs of visitors. 

 

Smart City Sweden is located in Hammarby Sjöstad, Stockholm, one of the world's most 

famous sustainable urban developments. But there is much more to discover in other parts 

of Sweden. 

 

On the regional contact pages, you will find a short introduction and areas of advance of 

each region, as well as contact info. 

More info: https://smartcitysweden.com/ 

3. STOCKHOLM 

Stockholm is the capital and most densely populated urban area of Sweden. 972,647 

people live in the municipality, about 1.6 million in the urban area and 2.4 million in the 

metropolitan area. The city stretches across fourteen islands where Lake Mälaren flows 

into the Baltic Sea. Outside the city to the east, and along the coast, lies the island chain 

of the Stockholm archipelago. Stockholm is also the provincial capital. 

 

Stockholm is one of the world’s most connected cities, and attracts innovators and 

international talent. It is also a forward-looking city, leading the environmental and smart 

city agendas. By 2040, they have the ambition to be both carbon neutral and the smartest 

city in the world. 

Sustainability has always been at the heart of their smart city strategy, against a 

background of rapid urbanization. Finding smart solutions, delivering prosperity to 

Stockholmers and applying green principles, while their population has increased 

significantly, has not been easy, but Stockholm is an example of success 

https://smartcitysweden.com/
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In 2010, Stockholm became the first European Green Capital and since then they have 

been continuously working on partnerships and sharing their ideas on eco-governance for 

smarter cities. 

 

In Stockholm, they are currently trying to engage the business community in an initiative 

called A Woman's Place, in which 100 companies have signed up to common values of 

equality. The innovation potential of their cities is enhanced when all citizens are best 

able to fulfil their own potential. 

 

They should also cooperate with other cities, pick up examples of best practice and learn 

from each other through networks such as EUROCITIES. One of the main advantages of 

European cooperation is access to the single market, which allows successful urban 

initiatives and businesses to scale up to other areas and places. 

 

 
 

On the European level, there are positive examples of new governance mechanisms, such 

as the Urban Agenda for the European Union, and the European Innovation Partnership 

for Smart Cities and Communities, which bring together different levels of government 

and sectors to find smarter solutions to common problems. 
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However, much more can be done to stimulate the development of new business models 

and to work with private companies to make cities smarter. They are currently involved in 

hundreds of smart city initiatives in Stockholm. Through projects such as Smart City 

Sweden, and many initiated by other actors, they aim to ensure that individual and 

business capacity for innovation can be focused on common goals and challenges that 

benefit everyone. 

 

The cities of the future will be places that unlock people's inspiration and innovation; 

they will rely on open and secure data and make life easier for people, while reducing 

CO2 emissions through better use of technology. The future is getting smarter and 

Stockholm is leading the way. 

 

More info: https://www.raconteur.net/technology/stockholm-smart-cities 

4. GOTHENBURG 

Gothenburg is the second largest city in Sweden, the fifth largest in the Nordic countries 

and the capital of the province of Västra Götaland. It is located near Kattegat, on the west 

coast of Sweden, and has a population of about 570,000 in the city centre and about 1 

million inhabitants in the metropolitan area. 

 

Gothenburg is ranked no. 1 for sustainability and innovation in the Global Sustainability 

Index 2017 of world cities and is fast moving towards a low carbon economy. Low-emission 

zones for heavy vehicles, cars powered by renewable biogas and waste heat and power 

plants are just some of the city's globally advanced green solutions. 

 

Volvo's DriveMe, the world's first large-scale autonomous public road pilot, began to roll 

out in Gothenburg in 2017. Emission-free buses glide along Route 55 in ElectriCity, the 

sustainable transport demonstration project and launch pad for startups such as Nxplore, 

a location-based mobile app that shows passengers what is available at arriving bus stops. 

Experience green life in Gothenburg by taking an electric bus Route 55 between the city's 

innovation centres: Lindholmen Science Park and Johanneberg Science Park. 

 

https://www.raconteur.net/technology/stockholm-smart-cities
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Gothenburg boasts a bounty of Krav-certified restaurants. The coveted Krav label ensures 

that food production is economically, organically, and socially sustainable.  

 

More info:  

https://www.greengothenburg.se/ 

 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/features/smart-cities/branded-content-

gothenburg-sweden/ 

  

https://www.greengothenburg.se/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/features/smart-cities/branded-content-gothenburg-sweden/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/features/smart-cities/branded-content-gothenburg-sweden/
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5. MALMÖ 

Malmö is the largest city of the Swedish county of Skåne County, the third-largest city in 

Sweden, after Stockholm and Gothenburg, and the sixth-largest city in Scandinavia, with 

a population of 316,588 inhabitants out of a municipal total of 338,230 in 2018. The Malmö 

Metropolitan Region is home to over 700,000 people, and the Øresund Region, which 

includes Malmö, is home to 4 million people. 

 

Malmö is the commercial centre of southern Sweden and an international city. This is 

expressed, not least, by the fact that Malmö has 300 000 residents from approximately 

170 different nationalities. 

 

Malmö is also undergoing a transition from an industrial city to a city of knowledge. Older 

industries have been replaced by investments in new technology and high-level training 

programmes. The University of Malmö, which opened in 1998, is Sweden's newest 

enterprise in higher education and can accommodate around 15,000 students. 

 

The strongest sectors in Malmö are logistics, retail and wholesale trade, construction, and 

property. There are also a number of well-known companies within biotechnology and 

medical technology, environmental technology, IT, and digital media fields. Cooperation 

between colleges, science parks, and companies provides a sound basis for entrepreneurs 

and creative development in Malmö. 

 

An exceptionally well developed infrastructure makes Malmö very easy to reach, whatever 

means of transport you use to get here: boat, plane, train or car. Malmö has an 

international harbour and the airports Kastrup and Sturup are only half an hour’s journey 

from the centre of Malmö. The motorway reaches right into the city centre and Malmö has 

excellent rail connections with the rest of Sweden and Europe. 

 

The City of Malmö is enhancing an attractive business environment and a dynamic 

business community in Malmö. 

 

Over the last years the City of Malmö has received many international awards for its focus 

on sustainable city development and pilot projects such as Augustenborg and the Western 

Harbour. Malmö was also appointed as the first Fairtrade City of Sweden. 

 

More info: 

https://smartcitysweden.com/companies/468/malmo-stad/ 

 

 

https://smartcitysweden.com/companies/468/malmo-stad/
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6. VÄSTERÅS 

Västerås is a city in central Sweden on the shore of Lake Mälaren in the province of 

Västmanland, 100 kilometres (62 miles) west of Stockholm. The city had a population of 

119,372 in 2016, out of the municipal total of 150,000 (2017). Västerås is the seat of 

Västerås Municipality, the capital of Västmanland County. 

 

Swedish energy company Mälarenergi has awarded ABB a contract to develop “smart city 

solutions” with the aim of making Västerås, Sweden’s fifth largest urban area, more 

attractive as a community for citizens and industry. 

  

Mälarenergi provides a range of essential services for Västerås’s 150,000 residents and 

businesses. The utility operates hydropower plants, the local power grid, a waste-to-

energy plant, heating and cooling networks, water and wastewater treatment plants, a 

water distribution network and a fibre optic network. 

  

In 2017, Mälarenergi and ABB formed a team to develop digital solutions that minimize 

environmental impact and create high-quality digital services for customers. A key goal of 

this digital investment is to integrate the control rooms of the many automation systems 

that manage these extensive operations in order to create a single, uniform working 

environment. 

  

Applied to the district heating network, which for example serves 98% of the city's 

buildings, collaborative activities will optimize operational performance and reduce energy 

consumption. Data analysis makes it easier for operators to identify, categorise and 

prioritize potential problems with assets, processes and risk areas so that they can 

increase efficiency and reduce costs.  

 

More info: 

https://www.smartcitiesworld.net/news/news/swedish-city-on-path-to-smart-2692 

 

https://www.smartcitiesworld.net/news/news/swedish-city-on-path-to-smart-2692
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7. ÖREBRO 

Örebro is a city with 117,543 inhabitants, the seat of the municipality of Örebro and the 

capital of the province of Örebro in Sweden. It is the seventh largest city in Sweden and 

one of the largest domestic hubs of the country. It is located near Lake Hjälmaren, 

although a few kilometres inland along the small river Svartån. 

 

The starting point is the discussion on the relation between center and periphery. Today, 

we see a clear trend towards cities, particularly regional capitals, getting a stronger 

position in relation to surrounding smaller cities, towns and rural areas. It is a challenge 

that emerges in almost all counties/regions in Sweden and elsewhere in Europe. There are 

major challenges in matching the larger city's development efforts with equally strong 

growth in surrounding cities, towns and rural areas. Is the city evolving at the expense of 

the periphery? Or does it mean that the big city has to pull the development of an entire 

region where small communities are experiencing unemployment, low levels of education 

and an aging population? There is a tendency to dicotomise the relationship between urban 

and rural areas, for example in the stereotypical notion of the city as a place for 

development and progression, while rural areas are associated with conservation, 

slowness and regression. 
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The aim is to focus on how development efforts in regional capitals can be combined with 

similar efforts in surrounding towns, villages and rural areas. To this end, processes and 

methods need to be developed that can combine urban and rural development. These 

processes and practices can be disseminated at regional, national and European level. 

Empirically, they focus on the Örebro region in Sweden. In the city of Örebro the 

population is increasing, while in several other municipalities in the province it is 

decreasing, and the city of Örebro is home to the fastest growing industries and businesses 

in the region. The problems identified are not unique. There are great similarities between 

Örebro as one of the larger and growing cities in the country with a hinterland of smaller 

municipalities and other regions with a similar structure. 

 

Of special interest is the civil society. How are the needs, wishes and perspectives of civil 

society recognised and taken into account in these processes? The aim is to involve 

representatives of associations, organisations and different types of NGOs in dialogue-

focused workshops, together with government representatives. 

 

More info: https://eu-smartcities.eu/group/1866/description 

8. VÄXJÖ 

Växjö is a town and the seat of the municipality of Växjö, Kronoberg County, Sweden, with 

66,275 inhabitants (2016) on a municipal population of 90,721 (2017). It is the 

administrative, cultural and industrial centre of Kronoberg County and the Episcopal Sea 

of the Diocese of Växjö. The town is home to the University of Linnaeus. 

 

Växjö – Mobility and transportation 

 

Växjö has been working with sustainable transport systems for many years and both the 

sustainable transport plan (adopted in 2005, revised in 2014) and the energy plan for 

Växjö (adopted in 2011) emphasise the need for electric vehicles. The city is investigating 

solutions to expand the use of electric vehicles and encourage carpooling. The 

infrastructure for electric vehicles has already been implemented in Växjö, as there are 

six charging stations that can be used free of charge. However, there is no strategic plan 

for the upcoming charging infrastructure. Another important activity is that the 

municipality plans to increase the already existing fleet of electric vehicles in the municipal 

car pool. In order to develop further understanding and concepts for carpooling and use 

of electric vehicles, Växjö will draw up a strategic plan and closely follow the mobility 

actions in Aarhus. In addition, a number of pilot charging stations will be realised in 

cooperation with EON. 

 

https://eu-smartcities.eu/group/1866/description
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Växjö – Electricity distribution grid 

 

In addition the project will demonstrate and evaluate the use of a PowerHub to control 

supply and demand and optimize the use/re-use of energy across the integrated energy 

systems (electricity and electric vehicles, as well as district heating) – all within the 

comfort / safety / quality of service requirements of each resource. 

 

Växjö – Smart ICT Infrastructure 

 

The upgrade of the Alabastern and Bärnstenen sub-areas includes a number of innovative 

utilities - all connected to an advanced ICT management system, with the aim of 

optimising overall performance and reducing energy consumption. In order to manage the 

upgrade in a future-proof and sustainable economy, a holistic perspective of the overall 

smart ICT infrastructure needs to be taken into account. Smart technology will both 

manage utility systems efficiently and empower people and motivate change in personal 

behaviour. Utility consumption can be significantly reduced if tenants are provided with 

accurate and real-time information in an easily accessible way. Services such as electricity 

and domestic hot water will also be improved with individual and dynamic pricing models 

that give tenants economic incentives to contribute even further. 

 

Växjö – District heating and cooling energy supply 

 

The city of Växjö has been using district heating since the 1970s. Since then, the network 

has been expanded and currently more than 90% of all buildings in the city are connected 

to this network. Since 5 years the city has also started to implement a district cooling 

system. In 2014 a new CHP plant will be in operation and after that all district heating and 

cooling in Växjö will be based on biomass. This project will further develop and improve 

the district heating and cooling systems in order to increase the overall energy efficiency 

in the city. 

 

Växjö –Renovation of buildings 

 

The proposed action in Växjö includes the renovation of 376 apartments in the 

residential area of Araby (sub-areas Alabastern and Bärn stones), as well as the town 

hall building in the centre of Växjö. All these buildings will be thoroughly renovated to 

meet local, national and EU energy efficiency targets. 

 

More info: http://www.smartcity-ready.eu/about-vaxjo-in-the-ready-project/ 

 

http://www.smartcity-ready.eu/about-vaxjo-in-the-ready-project/
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9. IMPORTANT PLAYERS AND STAKEHOLDERS 

Smart City Sweden: 

Smart City Sweden is a state-funded export platform for sustainable city solutions. At 

our regional offices and the headquarters in Stockholm, we welcome delegations from all 

over the world who are interested in investing in smart & sustainable city solutions from 

Sweden. 

 

https://smartcitysweden.com/ 

 

Smart grid:  

The Swedish power grid is transforming into a customer-oriented and digital system that 

offers differentiated services and transactions and also accommodates customer-specific 

distributed energy sources. New network technology solutions, such as large-scale 

monitoring and control and smart metering infrastructure, strengthen Sweden's stable and 

reliable grid and allow a growing start-up to flourish. In addition, Sweden ranks first on 

the World Economic Forum's energy transition index. 

 

https://smartcitysweden.com/focus-areas/climate-energy-environment/smart-grids/ 

https://smartcitysweden.com/
https://smartcitysweden.com/focus-areas/climate-energy-environment/smart-grids/
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GovTech with open data: 

Stockholm’s excellent and improving connectivity, well-established venture community, 

and increasing commitment to smart living are helping a new crop of GovTech businesses 

to find their feet. With all this in place, Stockholm has strong potential to make its next 

unicorn a GovTech company. 

 

Top 10 GovTech Startups: https://www.public.io/stockholm-top-10-govtech-startups/ 

 

IoT Sweden: 

The Internet of Things Sweden, IoT Sweden, is a strategic innovation program for the 

Internet of Things with the vision ‘A better life for everyone in a connected world!’. The 

program aims to contribute to a high quality of life for all people in Sweden by means of 

the Internet of Things, by creating the conditions for and increasing the use of IoT and 

data in the public sector. IoT Sweden started in 2014 and is one of 17 strategic innovation 

programs funded by Vinnova, the Swedish Energy Agency and Formas within their joint 

focus on strategic innovation areas. IoT Sweden finances innovation projects that take 

place in collaboration between the public sector, which is the main needs of the program, 

and companies, academia / institutes and civil society. 

 

https://iotsverige.se/ 

10. 5G IN SMART CITIES 

Umeå 5G: 

Umeå 5G is an initiative that will establish Umeå as Sweden’s first ever 5G city. The whole 

of Umeå will become a test environment for developing new digital solutions, products and 

services that promise to provide community benefits and a better everyday life for 

residents. Five public stakeholders in Umeå are working closely together to build an 

infrastructure throughout 2018 and 2019 that will include the first 5G hospital and 5G 

university in Europe. 

 

https://umea5g.se/en/swedens-first-5g-test-city/ 

 

Stockholm 5G: 

Telia and Ericsson launched Sweden’s first 5G network on the 5th of December 2018 at 

KTH the Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm, a key step towards commercial launch 

of 5G in Sweden in 2020. 

 

https://www.teliacompany.com/en/news/news-articles/2018/swedens-first-5g-network-

goes-live/ 

https://www.public.io/stockholm-top-10-govtech-startups/
https://iotsverige.se/
https://umea5g.se/en/swedens-first-5g-test-city/
https://www.teliacompany.com/en/news/news-articles/2018/swedens-first-5g-network-goes-live/
https://www.teliacompany.com/en/news/news-articles/2018/swedens-first-5g-network-goes-live/
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The information in this publication is provided for background information that should enable you to get a picture of the subject treated in this 

document. It is collected with the greatest care based on all data and documentation available at the moment of publication. Thus this publication 

was never intended to be the perfect and correct answer to your specific situation. Consequently it can never be considered a legal, financial or 

other specialized advice. Flanders Investment & Trade (FIT) accepts no liability for any errors, omissions or incompleteness, and no warranty is given 

or responsibility accepted as to the standing of any individual, firm, company or other organization mentioned. 
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