N
G
I
S
E
D
R
O
I
R
E
T
T
E
N
K
I
MAR
THE

IN

N
E
D
E
SW

FLANDERS INVESTMENT & TRADE MARKET SURVEY

Market study

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
///////////////////////

THE INTERIOR DESIGN MARKET
IN SWEDEN
The Swedish market and contacts
June 2019
////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
////////////////////////

www.flandersinvestmentandtrade.com

TABLE OF CONTENTS
1.

Introduction ................................................................................................................................................................................... 3

2.

Trends................................................................................................................................................................................................. 3
2.1.

Colour ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 4

2.2.

Furniture ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 4

2.3.

Mid-century modern classics ................................................................................................................................................................................. 5

2.4.

The art of tidying up ................................................................................................................................................................................................. 5

2.5.

Sustainability .................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 6

3.

Tips to enter the Swedish market..................................................................................................................................... 6

4.

Basic business requirements ................................................................................................................................................ 6

5.

Contacts ............................................................................................................................................................................................ 7

6.

Interesting fairs ............................................................................................................................................................................ 8

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
pagina 2 van 9

The interior design market in Sweden

1. INTRODUCTION
Whether you are buying a new house, renovating or just want to change your interior, an interior designer
is of great value. Interior designers have a good sense of how a certain space should look and what products
they should use in that specific space. In Sweden, the interior design places to be are the three largest cities;
Stockholm, Gothenburg and Malmö.
Stockholm, the capital of Sweden, is known for its clean, modern style that extends into every corner of life.
Neighbourhoods such as Östermalm, Norrmalm and Djurgärden, are a real beauty in all architectural
aspects.
Gothenburg, Sweden’s second largest city is located on the west coast of Sweden. The city can be compared
to architectural cities like Antwerp, Rotterdam and Hamburg, as it is known as a freer, open and creative
place. The city is bursting with interior design shops and designers. Mainly in the area Magasinsgatan, there
are a lot of interesting interior designers.
Sweden’s third largest city; Malmö, is historically known for its port and its industrial history. The typical
Malmö style is evolving from “light and minimalist” to “experimental and artistic”. Low rent rates have
created space to experiment and have created an open approach for new designers.

Modern Swedish Farmhouse

Modern Swedish Interior Design

2. TRENDS
Year after year, the “Stockholm Design Week” is a great success. This year, all the new trends were displayed
by hundreds of interior designers from all over Sweden and the world. The biggest design event in Sweden
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again showed the Scandinavian style of striving for functionality and bringing a sense of comfort. The top
5 trends in 2019:

2.1

COLOUR

At first, the focus will be on colour. Where over the last few years pink was
very popular, the Swedes are moving more towards peachy shades, nude
tones, and burn orange, complemented by muted earthy tones. More and
more darker colours are used, not only limited to the walls and floors, but
the rooms are coloured by all their components, including accessories,
artworks and furniture.
In high end interior design there is now a preferences for following colour
schemes: darker shades, deep forest greens, burgundy, browns and blacks.
Very masculine and mature, yet cosy, warm and relaxing. The aim is bringing
the homey feeling back to the home, creating a safe space in which it is
good to spend time.

2.2 FURNITURE
Furniture is always an interesting topic to follow and observe. In itself furniture design combines colour,
texture, finishes, shapes and is always heavily dominated by innovation and creativeness. However, as a
pleasant surprise to a lot of people, the relaunch of some all-time interior design basics was the dominant
factor in furniture this year.
As mentioned previously the preferred colours are the older colours off whites, creams, nudes and pinks or
the new complete opposite-blacks and dark browns. Continuing the dark theme, the other favourite finishbrass, seems to also be leaving its pedestal, making room for dark bronze and black painted metals. The
gold looking coating is still strongly present in accessories of all kinds.

Dark themed

Brown – Earthy tones theme
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2.3 MID-CENTURY MODERN CLASSICS
Retro is still going very strong on the interior design markets. The mid-century modern Scandinavian classics
and the stylish elegant furniture is still very much loved by designers and buyers. This year however, a
modern twist was given to the classics; the replacement of leather with plush, or combining rattan with
velvet are just examples of these mid-century “modern” classics. Another new substantial element of design
this year, was the free standing of furniture and accessories.

Retro

Free standing furniture and accessories

2.4 THE ART OF TIDYING UP
Minimalism and the art of tiding up are bigger than ever before and interior designers know best how to
encourage you in the pursuit of the dream work space. Smart storage units, desks, shelving systems and
hangers, in different colours, finishes and shapes, seem to be a current trend. With such wide variety and
choice of options for both interior and exterior, we are not allowed to be messy anymore!
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2.5 SUSTAINABILITY
Last but not least, the Swedes have integrated the sustainability factor within
their interior design. Being eco-friendly and environment friendly is a hot topic in
2019. An overall thought of designers needing to really think why and who they
are creating for and remind that it is our responsibility to repair the environment.
More and more pieces made of innovative recycled materials such as furniture,
accessories, shelving solutions, etc. were shown during the event.
Recycled materials

3. TIPS TO ENTER THE SWEDISH MARKET
If you are either a company interested to sell your product on the Swedish interior design market, or an
interior design agency who is interested in conquering the Swedish market, here are some tips to do this
the best way:
•

While Sweden’s markets are generally quite open to foreign competition they are also highly
competitive. The Swedes often demand you to customize your product to Swedish wants and needs.

•

As Swedes are in general very distant and on their own, the use of an established and well-known
distributor is recommended.

•

A clever thing to do, is to evaluate potential distributors to cover the entire Nordic region. Taken in
mind the dominant attendance of interior design in the three big cities, prospective business
partners should be based in Stockholm, Gothenburg, or Malmö, with potential interests in other
big cities in the Nordics.

•

Express commitment to the market with a long-term perspective. Visits are important since Nordic
partners want first-hand assurance of a partner’s reliability and commitment.

•

Get a good understanding of Swedish politics and regulations.

4. BASIC BUSINESS REQUIREMENTS
Delivery precision – the right time, to the right place, and in the right quantity.
Quality and finish of the product (including packaging) has to follow the high Scandinavian market
requirements. It is also important that the products have consistent quality with little if any
variations in the product series delivered.
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Ethics and Sustainability – comply with the latest requirements in terms of ethics and sustainability
ensuring low environmental impact and fair labour conditions according to the buyer’s demands
Dialogue and cooperation – Scandinavians are non-hierarchical, and look for professional
dialogue-based relationships and communication.

5. CONTACTS
Below you can find some interior design companies who are located in Sweden.
Design House Stockholm
Stadsgården 6, Stockholm
+46 8 509 08 100
Anders Färdig (CEO)
http://designhousestockholm.com/

Johan Sundberg Architektur
Lilla Fiskaregatan 16A, Lund
+46 046 15 21 21
johan@johansundberg.com
Johan Sundberg (Founder)
http://www.johansundberg.com/?lang=en

Thomas Eriksson Arkitekter
Sturegatan 11, Stockholm
+46 8 5555 1800
ae@tea.se
https://www.cortina.se/

Cortina
Alfred Wigelius väg 10, Gothenburg
+46 31 15 10 20
info@cortina.se
Francisco Cortina (Co-founder & architect)
https://www.cortina.se/

Koncept
Grev Turegatan 29, Stockholm
Östra Hamngatan 35, Göteborg
+46 (0)10-585 06 00
info@koncept.se
https://www.koncept.se/en/

Doos
Bergsgatan 6, Stockholm
+46 (0)8 441 43 80
info@doos.se
http://www.doos.se/

Living Design
Brovägen 1, Stocksund
+46 8 755 17 65
info@livingdesign.com
Tarek Hegazy (AIA, President & CEO)
http://www.livingdesign.com/

Note Design Studio
Nytorgsgatan 23, Stockholm
+46 (0) 8 656 88 04
info@notedesignstudio.se
Johannes Carlström (Interior
Founder)
http://notedesignstudio.se/

architect

&
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Lotta Agaton Interiors
Studio Stockholm Arkitektur AB
Kungsholmsstrand 179, Stockholm
Västgötagatan 2, Stockholm
+46 708 992 998
+46 8 501 266 10
lotta@lottaagaton.se
newbusiness@studiostockholm.se
Lotta Agaton (Interior designer, stylist, creative Carl-Michael Bonde (founder partner & Architect)
director)
https://studiostockholm.se/
http://www.lottaagaton.se/
Monsén Arkitektur
Interior design platform
Industrigatan 6, Ängelholm
+46 735066857
https://www.houzz.com/professionals/interiordaniel@monsenarkitekter.se
designer/c/Stockholm--SE
Daniel Monsén (CEO & Architect)
http://www.monsenarkitekter.se/

6. INTERESTING FAIRS
Going to trade fairs is very important when doing business in Sweden. Meeting potential partners is of great
value and gives the Swedes a feeling that they can trust you, something which is absolutely necessary when
doing business with Swedes. Below mentioned events are organized each year in the same month.
Summer Design Week
Summer Design Week together with Formex, the leading
Nordic interior design arena, present inspiring events for
Nordic design.
Date: August 19 - 25, 2019
https://www.stockholmdesignweek.com/
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Stockholm Design Week
Stockholm becomes the perfect place for everyone
connected to, or interested in, design to meet and thrive,
discover new impulses, broaden their network and get
inspired.
Date: Feb 3 - 9, 2020
https://www.stockholmdesignweek.com/

Disclaimer
The information in this publication is provided for background information that should enable you to get a picture of the subject treated in this
document. It is collected with the greatest care based on all data and documentation available at the moment of publication. Thus this
publication was never intended to be the perfect and correct answer to your specific situation. Consequently it can never be considered a legal,
financial or other specialized advice. Flanders Investment & Trade (FIT) accepts no liability for any errors, omissions or incompleteness, and no
warranty is given or responsibility accepted as to the standing of any individual, firm, company or other organization mentioned.
Date of publication: May 2019

////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
The interior design market in Sweden

pagina 9 van 9

