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FASHION MARKET IN RUSSIA AND SAINT PETERSBURG

1. INDUSTRY PROFILE
In recent decades, the fashion industry has been an engine for global development. Being one of the world’s
largest consumer industries, it generates €1.5 trillion in annual revenues and employs about 60 million
people around the globe.
The global recession has changed the behavior of consumers. They are now more value-conscious, more
attracted to private labels and less to purchase expensive items. So fashion retailers try their best to offer
consumers a favorable value proposition and fast fashion that captures current fashion trends.
The Russian fashion market is gradually recovering from recession caused by European sanctions. Inflation,
price and VAT increase (VAT increased to 20% as of 1 January 2019) have affected the behavior of many
Russian consumers. Average people spend now more money on food, rent and other household expenses
and less money on clothes and shoes.
According to the RUSSIAN FEDERAL STATISTICS SERVICE (http://www.gks.ru), the fashion industry grew by
3% last year reaching RUB 2,36 trillion (EUR 32,2 billion). The industry achieved a positive growth rate in
2016, an increase of 1,3% compared to a considerable drop of 7% in 2015. In 2017, the positive growth rate
continued, an increase of 2,6% compared to 2016.
E-commerce is the main driving force in fashion retail in Russia. Despite a sharp decline in people’s
purchasing power, online sales grew by 20% totaling close to RUB 200 billion (EUR 2,72 billion) in 2018. The
online share reached 10% in the total fashion sales volume and will continue to grow moderately in 2019.
Fashiontech sector is taking shape in Russia. It bridges the gap between technological innovation and future
fashion. In Russia this sector unites about 40 start-ups that focus on different technologies: 3D printing,
innovative materials, wearable gadgets, e-commerce, VR\AR technologies, content-based image retrieval,
digital marketing.
Moscow and Saint Petersburg are the biggest fashion markets in Russia. They have the largest concentration
of retail chains, shopping malls, monobrand stores and off-price stores as well as the biggest number of
consumers.
As for Saint Petersburg, there are 328 textile and apparel companies and 98 leather, haberdashery and
footwear companies. The local fashion industry employs almost 13 000 people (3,8% of the active
population) and plays an important role in the city economy. Saint Petersburg is the home city of many
fashion designers, and that is why the city is often called Russia’s fashion capital. The city hosts notable
fashion events and is influential for Russian fashion.
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2. STATE OF RUSSIAN FASHION INDUSTRY
The essential characteristics of the Russian fashion industry include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Strong dependence on imported clothes, shoes, fabrics and accessories
Bad connection between fashion designers and textile producers, weavers
Subcontracting garment and shoe production overseas
Shortage of domestic raw materials (flax, cotton, wool)
Low investment activity
Antiquated equipment and technologies resulting from inadequate capital investment
Lack of skilled personnel (sewing, textile, leather and shoemaking)
Counterfeit and illegally imported goods from China, Kazakhstan and Kirgizstan
Low export activity
Declining household incomes that influence consumer spending
Growing interest to Russian fashion designers
Protective and corporate clothing production growth.

This section provides just a brief description of the given characteristic features.
Russia’s apparel and footwear sectors are strongly dependent on imports. Despite the fact, that Russian
apparel companies are trying to meet the domestic demand, most of Russians buy imported clothes and
shoes. The share of imported clothes and shoes ranges from 70 to 78%. Russia’s main exporters include
China (80%), Italy and Turkey. As for textile imports, most of the fabrics are imported from China, Turkey
and Italy.
Russia is now pursuing the policy of import substitution which is implemented in many industrial sectors
including the apparel and footwear sectors. It is aimed to reduce Russia’s dependence on imports. The
government actively supports local producers providing subsidies and preferences. According to the
development strategy 2020-2025 made by the RUSSIAN MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY AND TRADE
(http://minpromtorg.gov.ru/), Russia shall increase local production of clothes and footwear to 50% by the
end of 2035.
Traditionally the textile industry is strongly connected with the clothing industry and fashion designers. But
in Russia the situation is totally different: Russian fashion designers are rather isolated from textile
producers and weavers. They use imported fabrics and accessories and design limited haute-couture and
pret-a-porter collections at their studios. The largest group of Russian apparel companies can be classified
as subcontractors. They focus on design, marketing and distribution with production subcontracted to
China, Bangladesh or India (see Table 1 below). Fast fashion and restrictions on working capital demand
short production lead times, and this group is the one to benefit most.
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Table 1. Leading Russian Brands Produced Overseas by Contract Manufactures
Company (Brands)
Gloria Jeans
Melon Fashion Group
(Zarina, BeeFree, Love Republic)
Sela
(now part of Melon Fashion Group)
Concept Club
(AcoolA, Concept Club, Infinity
Lingerie)
InCity
Zolla
Sportmaster
(Columbia, Ostin)
Baon

Website
Production Region
https://www.gloria-jeans.ru/
Russia, China
https://www.melonfashion.ru/ China, India, Bangladesh,
Vietnam
https://www.sela.ru/
China, Bangladesh
https://www.conceptclub.ru/

China, India, Bangladesh

https://incity.ru/
https://zolla.com/
https://www.sportmaster.ru/

China, India, Bangladesh
China, Indonesia, Bangladesh
China, India, Bangladesh

https://baon.ru/

Russia, Germany, China

Source: Sonar-2050 (https://www.sonar2050.org)

Most of the Russian apparel companies produce basics for men and women, children’s clothes, school wear
for school children and underwear. They prefer conservative design, basic models and low-cost production.
They do not collaborate with high-fashion brands or designers like Swedish retailer H&M.
Russia’s raw material base is limited and does not fully supply the fashion industry. Cotton is not harvested
in Russia. Russia sources raw cotton mainly from Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan.
Wool, fur and leather are produced in Russia, but the supply of these materials is insufficient.
Flax is a very traditional crop for Russia. It can grow in many regions and is environmentally friendly. Russia
used to be a global flax leader at the beginning of the 20-th century, but now the flax sector is suffering
losses and stagnation. Over the last two decades, the crop area has declined from 418 thousand ha to 55
thousand ha. Russia ranks now third accounting for 16,5% of the global flax harvest. Russia is dependent
on flax imports from Belarus.
Flax used to be cultivated in the central part of Russia (Tver, Yaroslavl, Vladimir) and North-West Russia
(Pskov, Novgorod), but now it moves over to Siberia and the Ural region. There are 13 flax farms in the
republic of Udmurtia, 9 flax farms in Vologda region and 8 flax farms in Omsk region.
In general, the Russian flax sector is backward and unprofitable irrespective of the governmental support.
Besides, Russia does not produce high-quality fabrics, shoe soles and shoe accessories. Many fabrics and
shoe soles are imported from Italy, Turkey and China.
But the main problem in the Russian fashion industry is low investment activity. Investment facilitation
efforts are sluggish. Many textile factories and production facilities require modernization, available funds
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may cover only maintenance and some improvements. Besides, Russia does not produce necessary
equipment and modern production lines.
After the collapse of the Soviet Union there was a tremendous decline in textile and clothing production.
Russia opened its consumer market, and many cheap counterfeit goods from China flooded the Russian
market. The market could consume everything since Soviet Russia was out of reach of many products for
decades. Local production decreased dramatically, and many producers went bankrupt. So the Russian
fashion industry entered a period of degradation, no improvements and R&D activities were carried out
for years. Skilled personnel left the industry, did retraining and found new jobs.
In 1980s the textile, apparel and footwear sectors accounted for 27% of the gross regional product of
Leningrad (former name of Saint Petersburg). Now these sectors account for 7% of the gross regional
product of Saint Petersburg.
The Russian fashion industry managed a modest recovery 10-13 years ago. New fashion designers and
investors came to the market, and the industry underwent serious technological changes. Local production
became economically attractive. As a result, new brands and clothing companies have appeared in Russia
over the last decade. The policy of import substitution and the governmental support measures have given
an additional boost to the fashion industry. But still the overall investment activity is rather low. See Figure
1 below that shows the total investments over the 2014-2018 time period.

Figure 1. Total Investments in Russian Fashion Industry over the Period 2014-2018 (billion RUB)

Total Investments
28.7

17.9

2014

2015

14.1

14

2016

2017

15.1

2018

Source: Federal Statistics Service (http://www.gks.ru/)
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Counterfeit and illegally imported goods can be found in every country in different forms: apparel,
footwear, perfume, jewellery, computer software, alcohol, DVDs, and so on. In Russia there is a big problem
with fake products. According to the RUSSIAN MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY AND TRADE, the total value of
counterfeit and illegally imported goods traded across the retail sectors amounts to RUB 6 trillion (EUR
81,64 billion).
The share of counterfeit clothes and shoes in the total apparel and footwear retail sales reaches 35%. Most
of the fake products are imported from China, Kazakhstan and Kirgizstan. 50% comes from China, 30%
comes from the countries of the Eurasian Economic Union and about 20% - illegal production in Russia
which is difficult to measure. The main distribution channels for fake goods are open-air markets, flea
markets and e-commerce including marketplaces and social media. According to BrandMonitor
(https://brandmonitor.ru/), 80% of Russians are loyal to counterfeit goods.
Russian apparel and footwear companies do not export much and mainly to neighbouring countries. The
main export destinations include Belarus, Kazakhstan, Ukraine and China. The total value of exported
clothes and footwear reached RUB 90 billion (EUR 1,22 billion) in 2018. Export sales increased by 40% over
the 2014-2018 period (see Figure 2 below).
Figure 2. Total Online Export Sales over the Period 2014-2018 (billion RUB)
30
25
20
15
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5
0

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

Footwear

8.39

9.75

11.7
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16.39

21.09

22.52

25.83

29.39

Source: http://russian-trade.com/ (Federal Customs Service)
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A special focus shall be given to online export sales that have been growing considerably. According to Data
Insight (http://www.datainsight.ru/), the total value of online export sales amounted to RUB 46,9 billion
(EUR 0,64 billion), a 47% increase compared to the level of 2017. The top export destinations for online
purchases are CIS countries, Europe and the USA. The main customers are Russian-speaking women. Fashion
experts attribute this success to technology improvements and the popularity of Russian fashion designers.
They have become globally competitive in terms of design, quality, price and style.
Declining household incomes have an effect on consumer spending. Whenever possible, purchases of
apparel and footwear are postponed or reduced to the most essential and basic models and the plainest
colors. Russian consumers remain conservative and tend to prefer casual, everyday and basic models.
A growing interest to Russian fashion designers is one more important trend in the Russian fashion
industry. Over the last decade, a lot of young ambitious designers have appeared in Russia and created
their fashion brands (ALENA AKHMADULLINA, ULIYANA SERGEENKO, VIKA GAZINSKAYA, ALEXANDER
TEREKHOV, IGOR CHAPURIN, IANIS CHAMALIDY). These designers have become popular not only in Russia,
but also abroad. They use fashion as a vehicle to reflect, prod, probe and celebrate Russia. See Table 2
below that lists high-profile Russian fashion designers.
Table 2. Top Russian Designers
No.
1

Name
Alena Akhmadullina

2
3

Ulyana Sergeenko
Vika Gazinskaya

4
5
6
7
8
9

Alisa & Yulia Ruban
Evgeniya Legkodymova
Anastasiya Romatsova
Olga Vilshenko
Ester Abner
Ekaterina Geimus & Irina
Myasnikova
Aleksander Terekhov

10

Brand
Alena Akhmadullina,
AKHMADULLINA DREAMS
Ulyana Sergeenko
VIKA GAZINSKAYA
Ruban
Laroom
A LA RUS
Vilshenko
Ester Abner
Libellulas

12

ALEXANDER TEREKHOV,
Terekhov Girl
Valentin Yudashkin
Valentin Yudashkin,
Yudashkin Jeans
Artem Nizov & Andrey Shilkov Maison Bohemique

13
14

Elena Vassa
Artem Shumov

11

Vassa&CO
Artem Shumov

Website
http://alenaakhmadullina.ru/
https://ulyanasergeenko.com/
https://www.instagram.com/vikagaz
inskaya_official_moscow/
https://www.rubancouture.com/
https://laroom.ru/
https://www.alarusse.com/
https://www.vilshenko.com/
http://esterabner.com/
https://libellulas.com/
https://rusmoda.ru/alexanderterekh
ov/
http://yudashkin.com/en/
https://www.maisonbohemique.com
/
https://vassatrend.ru/
http://artemshumov.com/
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15
16
17
18
19

Vyacheslav Zaitsev
Anastasiya Dokuchaeva
Julia Dalakian
Igor Chapurin
Olga Gosheva & Natalia
Leshina
Yanis Chamalidi

20

Slava Zaitsev
DOKUCHAEVA
Julia Dalakian
CHAPURIN
LAVA

http://zaitsev.info/
https://anastasiadokuchaeva.com/
https://www.dalakian.info/
https://chapurin.com/
http://lavabrand.ru/

IANIS CHAMALIDY

http://ianischamalidy.yapokupayu.ru/

Source: Russian fashion magazine “Russian Fashion Now” (www.rfnow.ru)

Besides, a special focus shall be given to the sector of protective clothing, workwear and safety footwear.
Russian companies produce a wide range of quality workwear, protective and corporate clothing as well
as safety footwear. The Russian market of protective clothing is huge and fast-growing. This market shows
an annual growth rate of 10%-15% depending on the segment. It is projected to reach RUB 200 billion by
2025 (EUR 2,72 billion). The government initiatives regarding the safety of personnel are expected to support
the market. The rising concern of both the employers and employees regarding safety at work is expected
to drive the Russian protective clothing market. A massive demand for protective and corporate clothing is
kept by oil and gas companies, Aeroflot, Russian Railways (RZD), police, emergency and defense sectors (B2C
and B2G segments). Domestic production has become attractive and competitive compared to
subcontracting. Textile and protective clothing producers invest in new equipment and increase production
to meet this massive demand.
The major workwear market leaders are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Vostok Service (https://shop.vostok.ru/)
Energocontract (https://www.energocontract.ru/)
TechnoAvia (http://www.technoavia.ru/)
BTC Group (http://btcgroup.ru/en/)
SpetsZaschita (http://www.ksnn.ru/)
RosChimZaschita (http://xn--g1afsu.xn--p1ai/).

The Russian Ministry of Industry and Trade tries to actively support the fashion industry and fashion
projects. In recent years, the Russian Ministry of Industry and Trade has funded 230 projects with a total
value RUB 50 billion (EUR 0,68 billion). The borrowed funds were available on certain terms and conditions
for a specific period after which these are to be returned. Interest rates range from 1,3% to 5%.
The facilitation efforts of the Russian Ministry of Industry and Trade have resulted in a number of hi-tech
projects in the fashion industry: a new tannery in Ryazan (https://www.leather.ru/ru), a new tannery in
Smolensk (http://vkplt.ru), a new smart apparel production in Ivanovo region (Faberlic
https://faberlic.com/). Faberlic is planning to implement a digital factory based on digital mockup concept
(DMU) that allows product design and development in 3D for the entire life cycle. The concept enables to
reduce design-to-market cycle, development costs and improve product quality. The entire project will be
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carried out in 4 phases, the total investment will be RUB 2 billion (EUR 28 million). The new digital model,
once implemented, will be a good example of integrating Industry 4.0. into the apparel industry. Industry
4.0 can be identified as the current trend of automation and data exchange in manufacturing technologies
which includes cyber-physical systems, Internet of things and cloud computing.

3. MARKET SEGMENTATION AND CONSUMER PROFILES
The Russian fashion market is dominated by low-price segments that have been growing in recent years.
Value and discount segments account for 65% of the total fashion sales in Russia (see Figure 3 below).
Luxury and affordable luxury segments are more or less stable. Premium and mid-market segments are
sluggish. Mid-market players have to struggle in the face of strong competition from value players and
increasing market saturation.
Figure 3. Fashion Market Segmentation by Price in 2019, %

Fashion market segmentation in 2019

11%
65%

24%

luxury and affordable luxury
premium and mid-price
value and discount

As income availability decreases, more Russians go for value or cheap goods. As a result, the value and
discount segments have considerably grown over the last five years compared to the mid-price segment.
Many Russian consumers are value-conscious and care for both price and quality of a product. They perceive
value not only as economic savings but also as the additional gains expected from one product over a
competitor’s brand. Many Russians reduce impulse purchases and wait for mid-season or end-of-the-season
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sales. Besides, there is a large group of customers who are extremely price-sensitive. They cut spending and
look for discounts, private-label products and total sales.
The luxury segment is the most stress-resistant segment of the Russian fashion market. In recent years, no
luxury player has left the Russian market. According to the annual market research by Fashion Consulting
Group (http://fashionconsulting.ru/), over 60% of wealthy Russian consumers are not dependent on
weakening economic outlook and ruble recession. However, they have become more conscious and less
demonstrative. They keep brand preferences and optimize spending. The shopping style of wealthy Russians
can be best described as follows: reasonable investments, individual service, well-balanced wardrobe,
exclusive items (exotic leather, limited editions, signature models).
Moscow is the main focus for luxury goods in Russia accounting for 70% all luxury sales in Russia. The
luxury goods market is expected to maintain its growth from 2019 to 2021 – 1,5%-3%. The results in 2019
will show the impact of ‘Milanese pricing’, where goods are the same price or cheaper than in Milan or Paris,
coupled with the introduction of the tax refund from 1 January 2018 on the sales of luxury goods in Russia.
Luxury retailers open luxury outlets, e.g. TSUM (https://www.tsum.ru/). It is still a niche market, but has a
lot of potential in Russia. Off-price market is favored by many players on the global scale.
Outlet Village Pulkovo (http://www.ovpulkovo.com/) is a very popular outlet shopping center in Saint
Petersburg. The operator of the shopping mall is planning to extend the “village” and build a new shopping
center on the territory. A new outlet shopping center is being built in Saint Petersburg – Fashion House
Outlet (http://fashionhouse.com/ru/). Fashion House Group is investing EUR 52 million into this project:
total shopping area 22 000 m², parking area for 1 050 vehicles, 120 outlet stores and a huge food court.
Fashion House Outlet is to be officially opened in November 2019.
In general, the Russian fashion market is characterized by a strong polarization with luxury and value
advancing and mid-price market falling behind.

4. FASHION MARKET IN SAINT PETERSBURG
The fashion industry provides an important contribution to the city economy and is an important source
of employment and added value. Saint Petersburg has a big fashion cluster with many small ateliers,
medium-sized companies and famous fashion houses. The city has a rich history, beautiful architecture,
many famous museums, art galleries, universities and design schools. Saint Petersburg has the required
infrastructure, a large concentration of fashion designers (2 000 designers) and holds high-profile fashion
events.
So let us have a close look at the local fashion cluster that includes universities and design schools, fashion
shows and events, apparel producers and fashion designers, professional associations, fashion retailers and
creative spaces.
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The main universities and design schools located in Saint Petersburg:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Saint Petersburg State University of Industrial Technologies and Design (http://sutd.ru/)
Saint Petersburg State Stieglitz Academy of Art and Design (http://www.ghpa.ru/)
Saint Petersburg State University, Department of Arts & Design (http://arts.spbu.ru/)
Smolny Institute (http://смольный-институт.рф/)
Fashion Business Academy (http://sfba.tilda.ws/)
Fashion Futurum Accelerator (http://fashionfuturum.com/)
Fashion Design School (http://spbmoda.ru/).

Notable fashion shows and events are the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Saint Petersburg Fashion Week (http://spbfw.ru/)
Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week in Saint Petersburg (http://mercedesbenzfashionweek.ru/)
Admiralty Needle (http://igladesign.ru/)
Fashion Industry trade fair (http://fi-expo.ru/)
Annual fashion project ‘Associations’ in Tsarskoe Selo (https://vk.com/associations2019).

Famous fashion designers to know:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Yanis Chamalidi (http://ianis-chamalidy.yapokupayu.ru/)
Igor Gulyaev (http://www.igorgulyaev.com/)
Tatyana Parfionova (http://parfionova.ru/)
Tatyana Kotegova (http://www.kotegova.com/)
Stanislav Lopatkin (http://www.lopatkin.ru/)
Victoria Afonasieva (http://vikki.pro/)
Lilia Kisselenko (www.kisselenko.ru, https://www.instagram.com/kisselenko/)
Alena Akhmadulina (http://www.alenaakhmadullina.ru/)
David Koma (https://www.davidkoma.com/).

The largest apparel and textile companies are the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

RedFox (https://redfoxmsk.ru/)
Melon Fashion Group (Zarina, BeeFree, Love Republic and Sela brands)
(https://www.melonfashion.ru/)
Oodji (https://www.oodji.com/)
Stayer (https://www.stayer.su/)
Concept Club (AcoolA, Concept Club, Infinity lingerie) (https://www.conceptclub.ru/)
BTC Group (http://btcgroup.ru/)
Shoe producer ‘Skorohod’ (http://td-skorohod.ru/)
Spinning plant ‘Krasnaya Nit’ (http://www.krnit.ru/)
Spinning plant named after S. Kirov (https://pnk.ru/).
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One of the largest Russian apparel producers is Melon Fashion Group (https://www.melonfashion.ru). The
history of the company dates back to the 19th century. The first Russian sewing and embroidery school for
girls was accommodated in the historical building of the company. The modern history of Melon Fashion
Group started in 1993 with the launch of the brand ‘Zarina’.
Nowadays Melon Fashion Group markets three brands: ‘BeeFree’, ‘Zarina’ and ‘Love Republic’. The company
operates 550 stores across Russia and is present in Poland. In 2018 Melon Fashion Group doubled its EBITDA
and improved retail sales by 11,2% (RUB 17,5 billion). In 2017 the company entered the fashion market of
Poland and has already opened 6 stores in 3 Polish cities. Last year Melon Fashion Group launched a new
website, a new corporate intranet and changed to SAP system. In August 2019 the company took over one
more brand – ‘Sela’ (278 stores). This acquisition has been the largest M&A deal in the Russian fashion
industry in recent years. Melon Fashion Group will keep the brand name and the store concept, but get rid
of the men’s collection.
The main professional associations are the following:
•
•
•
•

Union of Textile, Garment, Footwear and Leather Industries
Saint Petersburg Fashion and Textile Association (http://ctf-spb.ru/)
Saint Petersburg Union of Designers (http://www.designspb.ru/)
Fashion Syndicate Saint Petersburg (http://fashionsyndicate.ru/).

Below one can find a list of fashion retailers selling ready-to-wear clothing made by local designers:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Freedom Store (https://freedomstore.ru/)
LugLook (http://luglook.ru/)
Maker Design Loft (https://makerdesignloft.com/)
Fashion Laboratory (https://fashlab.spb.ru/)
Lyyk (http://www.lyyk.ru/)
Fliegel Store (https://www.instagram.com/fligelstore/).

In recent years, local production of apparel and shoes has become economically attractive. Many small and
niche market producers have appeared in Saint Petersburg: small ateliers, micro-enterprises, small
production plants. These small companies are focused on creativity and product customization. They try to
offer products and brands that are distinct from the retail offer. But the life cycle of many small firms is
usually short. A few companies are capable to grow steadily reaching a sizable operation.
New creative and dynamic brands from Saint Petersburg:
• SHU (https://shuclothes.com/)
• Belka (https://belka.com/)
• NNedre (https://www.nnedre.com/)
• Free Age (https://freeage.shop/).
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So summarizing the above, one can note, that the fashion, footwear and textile sectors play an important
role in the economy of Saint Petersburg accounting for 7% of the gross regional product.

5. FASHIONTECH SECTOR IN RUSSIA
Fashion trends are no longer just silhouettes, colors and new designs. Technology, innovation and
sustainability influence the global fashion market. Recent developments in the fashion industry mark the
start of a new sustainable future, which requires innovation in terms of materials, business models, design
approaches, customer understanding and aesthetics. Digitalization has revolutionized the fashion industry.
With the introduction of new technologies, such as: AI, IoT, VR, AR and mobile commerce, customers expect
to receive a more personalized experience that caters for all their needs and concerns.
The Russian fashiontech sector is quite dynamic. The sector unites about 40 start-up companies that
develop different technologies: 3D printing, innovative materials, wearable gadgets, e-commerce, VR\AR
technologies, content-based image retrieval, digital marketing. Below one can find a fashiontech map with
all Russian start-ups and fashiontech ecosystem. The interactive map was designed by RUSBASE
(https://rb.ru/) in 2017.
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Figure 4. Interactive FashionTech Map
To navigate the map, use the following link: https://rb.ru/news/fashiontech/

Source: RUSBASE (https://rb.ru/)

One of the most successful start-up projects that originates from Saint Petersburg is SARAFAN TECHNOLOGY
(https://sarafan.tech/about). The company develops interactive solutions based on content-based image
retrieval for fashion media companies and retailers. With Sarafan.AI technology advertisers have an
opportunity to reach target audience and promote their products using relevant media content. Publishers
use Sarafan solutions to monetize every photo and video and enrich advertising options on their websites.
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The start-up company has already opened a representative office in New-York and London, two global
fashion capitals.
In general, recent developments in the Russian fashion and fashiontech sectors are in line with the global
trends that shape the future of fashion: the increasing role of digitalization, social commerce, deep product
and service customization and sustainability.

6. EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES FOR BELGIAN COMPANIES
Belgian designers are essential for the global fashion industry. What started with the success of the Antwerp
Six, evolved into a new generation of dynamic talents. Belgian fashion is internationally known as avantgarde eclectic and very professional.
So Belgian designers can share expertise with a new generation of Russian designers or even collaborate
with a Russian retailer. Collaborations have become more important than ever. They drive the fashion
market and boost retail sales.
The 2018 mission of the city of Antwerp headed by Mr. Bart De Wever, mayor of Antwerp, was a good
example of a fruitful partnership with Russia. The official delegation included representatives of Flanders
DC
(https://www.flandersdc.be/nl)
and
a
young
Flemish
designer
Jasna
Rokegem
(http://www.jasnarok.com/). They delivered a lecture and a workshop on innovative fashion and fashion
technologies.
Luxury segment shows a sustainable growth rate in Russia, and this is why it is very attractive. Luxury and
affordable luxury goods can be easily exported to Russia. Ready-to-wear producers can also explore the
Russian market and find business partners to represent the brand.
Russia does not produce necessary equipment to rebuild garment and footwear production facilities.
Equipment for sewing, weaving and shoe making is needed.
The traditional fashion industry is connected with air and land pollution. This is why sustainable and
circular fashion has become a new vision for the environment and human well-being. Sustainable fashion
is a new topic for Russia. Russia shows interest in this topic, but has no expertise in sustainable fashion.
Together with Flanders, Russia could further develop knowledge and skills in sustainable fashion.
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8.

Consulting and marketing agency ‘Fashion Consulting Group’ (http://fashionconsulting.ru/)

9.

Russian Fashion Council (http://russianfashioncouncil.ru/)

10.

Russian media holding ‘RBC’ (https://pro.rbc.ru/demo/5cf5137c9a794751f9031acb)
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8. CONTACT INFORMATION
Saint Petersburg State University of Industrial Technologies and Design
http://sutd.ru/
191186 Saint Petersburg
Ul. Bolshaya Morskaya 18
rector@sutd.ru
Phone: +7 (812) 571-95-84
Saint Petersburg State Stieglitz Academy of Art and Design
http://www.ghpa.ru/
191028 Saint Petersburg
Solyanoy per. 13
info@ghpa.ru
Phone: +7 (812) 273-29-93
Saint Petersburg State University, Department of Arts & Design
http://arts.spbu.ru/
199034 Saint Petersburg
Universitetskaya nab. 7-9
spbu@spbu.ru
Phone: +7 (812) 36-36-636
Smolny Institute
http://смольный-институт.рф/
195197 Saint Petersburg
Polustrovsky pr. 59
prkom@smun.spb.ru
Phone: +7 (812) 541-11-11
Fashion Business Academy
http://sfba.tilda.ws/
192007 Saint Petersburg
Nab. Obvodnogo kanala 60, office 315
info@sfbacademy.com
Phone: +7 (812) 934-27-68
Fashion Design School
http://spbmoda.ru/
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194156 Saint Petersburg
Ul. Manchesterskaya 8, bld. 1, 2
Phone: +7 (812) 241-27-88
Fashion Futurum Accelerator
http://fashionfuturum.com/
Organizer: Russian Fashion Council
Moscow
info@russianfashioncouncil.ru
Phone: +7 (495) 232-14-75
Fashion Consulting Group
http://fashionconsulting.ru/
Moscow
Maly Grezdnikovsky per. 4
info@fashionconsulting.ru
Phone: +7 (495) 629-74-25
RedFox
https://redfoxmsk.ru/
Saint Petersburg
cc@redfox.ru
Phone: +7 (812) 449-28-88
Melon Fashion Group
https://www.melonfashion.ru/
190103 Saint Petersburg
10 Krasnoarmeyskaya ul. 22
office@melonfashion.com
Phone: +7 (812) 240-46-20
Oodji
https://www.oodji.com/
196158 Saint Petersburg
Ul. Zvezdnaya 1, liter A
frontoffice@ru.oodji.com
Phone: +7 (812) 346-59-69
Stayer
https://www.stayer.su/
196084 Saint Petersburg
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Ul. Zastavskaya 13
sb_post@stayer.su
Phone: +7 (812) 303-85-90
Concept Club
https://www.conceptclub.ru/
190031 Saint Petersburg
Ul. Kazanskaya 25, liter А, office 304
info@conceptclub.ru
Phone: +7 (812) 322-11-22
BTC Group
http://btcgroup.ru/
192241 Saint Petersburg
Prazhskaya ul. 10
Phone: +7 (812) 244-55-10
Skorohod
http://www.fdo-skorohod.ru/
196084 Saint Petersburg
Ul. Tsvetochnaya 6
office@fdo-skorohod.ru
Spinning plant “Krasnaya Nit”
http://www.krnit.ru/
194044 Saint Petersburg
Ul. Helsinghofsskaya 3
info@krnit.ru
Phone: +7 (812) 542-94-97
Kirov Spinning Mill
https://pnk.ru/
191124 Saint Petersburg
ul. Krasnogo Tekstilshika 10-12
Kkirova@pnk.ru
Phone: +7 (812) 271-05-54
Freedom Store
https://freedomstore.ru/
Saint Petersburg
Ul. Marata 5\2
Fs.g@freedomteam.pro
Phone: +7 (952) 288-11-52
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LugLook
http://luglook.ru/
Saint Petersburg
ul. Baykonurskaya 14
luglook@mail.ru
Maker Design Loft
https://makerdesignloft.com/
Saint Petersburg
Ul. Marsovo Pole 7
makerask@gmail.com
Phone: +7 (911) 113-41-38
Fashion Laboratory
https://fashlab.spb.ru/
Saint Petersburg
Ul. Varshavskaya 43
Phone: +7 (812) 988-74-14
Lyyk
http://www.lyyk.ru/
Saint Petersburg
Nab. Griboedova kanala 74
Phone: +7 (921) 939-60-51
Fliegel Store
https://www.instagram.com/fligelstore/
Saint Petersburg
Ul. Vosstaniya 24
SHU
https://shuclothes.com/
Saint Petersburg
Ligovsky pr. 74
cooperation@shuclothes.ru
Belka
https://belka.com/
Saint Petersburg
Krasnogwardeyskaya pl. 3E
post@belkafashion.ru
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NNedre
https://www.nnedre.com/
Saint Petersburg
Baskov per. 29
info@nnedre.com
Free Age
https://freeage.shop/
Saint Petersburg
Nab. Obvodnogo kanala 134-136
info@freeage.shop
Phone: +7 (960) 280-03-05

Disclaimer
The information in this publication is provided for background information that should enable you to get a picture of the subject treated in this
document. It is collected with the greatest care based on all data and documentation available at the moment of publication. Thus this publication
was never intended to be the perfect and correct answer to your specific situation. Consequently it can never be considered a legal, financial or
other specialized advice. Flanders Investment & Trade (FIT) accepts no liability for any errors, omissions or incompleteness, and no warranty is given
or responsibility accepted as to the standing of any individual, firm, company or other organization mentioned.

Date of publication: August 2019
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