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CleanTech mission to Chile and Argentina 
Santiago – Buenos Aires 

From Sunday 20 to Friday 25 November 2022 

 

About the mission 
 
Target group 
 
With our mission we target the broad area of CleanTech. We will scout for possible opportunities for 
your technology and solutions in the following areas:  
Water - Soil - Clean air - Renewable energy - Energy efficiency – Waste management - Circular 
economy - Smart cities 
 
General program 

Chile   from Sunday 20 to Wednesday noon 23 November 
Argentina  from Thursday 24 to Friday 25 November 

 
SANTIAGO 

• Sunday evening 20 November:  
o Kickoff briefing “Chile-Argentina” for all participants, followed by joint dinner 

Venue: hotel in Santiago (tbc) 
With presentations by Piet Morisse, Trade Commissioner of FIT in Santiago (physical 
presence) and Carlos Maria Rodriguez, Trade Commissioner in Buenos Aires (virtual 
participation) 

• Monday 21 November:  
o AM-PM: Individual meeting program, company visits 
o Evening: Official networking reception  

• Tuesday 22 November : 
o Continuation of individual meeting program 

• Wednesday 23 November   
o In function of the continuation of individual b2b’s in Santiago 

✓ LAN flight Santiago-Buenos Aires EZE 16:09 – 19:07 
✓ AEROLINAS ARGENTINAS flight Santiago-Buenos Aires EZE 19:50 – 22:50   

o For those arriving at 19:07 in Buenos Aires with LAN flight: Welcome moment at 21:30 in 
the hotel in Buenos Aires with Carlos Maria Rodriguez, Trade Commissioner of FIT in 
Argentina  
 

BUENOS AIRES 

• Thursday 24 November  
o AM-PM: Individual meeting program 

o Evening: Official networking reception  

• Friday 25 November 
o AM-PM: Continuation individual meeting program 
o Evening: End of the mission 
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What do we offer? 
 

• Tailormade b2b meetings for the participating companies; 

• Where relevant: individual or group introductions to relevant government departments, big 
sector players; 

• An official networking reception with local contacts and prospects in each city (Santiago and 
Buenos Aires); 

• We offer a program in the 2 countries but you can decide to only join for one country.  
 
 

Why Chile and Argentina? 
 

CleanTech in Chile 
 

Green energy  

 
Chile sees itself as the clean energy leader in the world. It has set very ambitious targets in order to 
become a carbon-neutral country by 2050 and utilizes the high-quality and abundant renewable 
energy resources available to it. By 2024 20% of its energy mix has to come from renewable energy; 
that share should be 60% by 2040 and 70% by 2050. We indeed see a growing number of  
investments in renewable energy in recent years. Chile also wants to become a key producer and 
exporter of green hydrogen.  
 

• Solar: Solar and wind are the most important contributors to the renewable energy production in 
Chile. The country has very good conditions for solar energy production, especially in the north of 
the country where you have 4,000 hours of sunshine per year and very high levels of solar 
radiation – acclaimed to be the highest in the world (f.e. in the Atacama Desert) as well as in the 
center of the country. 

• Wind: Chile also has very good potential for wind energy with operative wind farms all over the 
country (Antofagasta, Coquimbo, Biobío, Los Lagos and Magallanes). 

• Green hydrogen: Through its national Green Hydrogen Strategy, Chile aims to produce the 
cheapest green hydrogen by 2030 and become one of the top 3 exporters of green hydrogen by 
2040. 

• Lithium: Chile has the biggest lithium reserves in the world which can serve for the production of 
lithium batteries. 

• Marine energy: the coastline extends over 4,000 km and provides good conditions for marine 
energy. 

• Geothermal and hydro-energy: the potential for hydroelectric energy is equivalent to 11 GW (big 
rivers in the center and the south) and there are also important geothermal energy reserves. 

• Biomass fuel: with the dense forests in the southern regions, there is also potential for biomass 
fuel. 

 

Environmental issues 
 

• Waste management: Although the waste collection rate across Chile is at almost 100%, more 
than 95% of household waste is still disposed in landfills. Chile is taking various initiatives in the 
field of waste management to tackle the challenges (the development of mandatory EPR 
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systems, a Plastics Pact Roadmap to eliminate single-use plastics & recycle and re-use plastics 
…).1  

• Water management: is very important for the agricultural sector (with rape cultivation and wine 
production representing important export commodities which heavily depend on water supply). 
The country has been confronted with serious droughts in the past. 

 

Smart cities 
 
In Latin America Chile serves as a reference in the field of smart cities. According to a study carried 
out by IESE Business School of the University of Navarra, Spain in 2019, Santiago de Chile is the 
smartest city in Latin America and has become a kind of laboratory where different technologies in 
the field of mobility, environmental control and citizen safety are tested. Those initiatives are part of 
the Smart City Santiago project within the “Plan Nacional Chile Territorio Inteligente” of CORFO.   
 
 

CleanTech in Argentina 
 

Green energy 
 
Also Argentina has very large renewable energy potential with excellent wind resources in southern 
Patagonia, year-round solar resources in the remote northwest and the central-west Cuyo region, and 
hydropower and biomass, fed by rivers and expansive farmland.  
 

The country set a renewable energy target of 20% by 2025, representing 10,000 MW. This is part of 

the RenovAR program launched in 2016. Up until now some 5 billion USD has been invested for that 

purpose and there is about 4.750 MW of installed renewable energy so far. In 2021 renewables 

accounted for 13% of Argentina's power mix, compared to 10% in 2020, according to the country's 

Secretary of Energy.  

 

We see opportunities in the following segments:  

• Solar: has been one of the fastest growing segments in recent years, along with wind. There are 

25 solar parks in the country.  

• Wind: there are 35 wind mill parks especially in the South of the province of Buenos Aires, in 

Patagonia and other areas with strong and constant winds. The wind potential in Argentina is as 

high as in Northern Europe with winds of over 12m/s. 

• Hydro-energy: there are 39 big hydroelectric facilities in the country; two of them being binational 

(one shared with Uruguay and one with Paraguay). There are no programs for new facilities of this 

type but there might be opportunities for maintenance and supply of technology solutions in that 

field. For small hydroelectric facilities, there are no particular restrictions; they can be built 

wherever there is a water stream and are encouraged by some municipalities and provinces. 

• Geothermal energy: projects are being carried out in 13 identified areas in the center and the 

north of the country and at the coast. 3 facilities are already operational. 

• Tidal and wave energy: there are also projects in that segment in the Northern area of Patagonia 

(Puerto Madryn and Península Valdez). 

  

 

• 1 https://prevent-waste.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Chile.pdf 
 

https://prevent-waste.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Chile.pdf
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• Hydrogen: Argentina has been a pioneer in the development of green hydrogen in the region. It 
has excellent natural conditions for hydrogen production, either through its highly competitive 
renewable resources or through its important natural gas reserves. It also has a highly trained 
science and technology system with various institutions to tackle technological challenges at an 
early stage. There is f.e. the H2ar consortium formed by the state-run oil company YPF and the 
National Research Institute CONICET, with the participation of over 50 companies and the 
PlataformaH2Argentina, a private cluster with institutions related to hydrogen. 

• Biogas energy: there are 60 to 80 plants for biogas energy production of which 20 big ones. Two 

provinces opened up waste dumps for biogas energy production.  

• Biomass energy: there are 10 plants in the whole country and projects in various industries such 

as diary, vegetal oil, fruit processing …. 

• Biofuels: Argentina is a big producer and exporter of biofuels (such as bioethanol, biodiesel, 

biogas), produced from raw materials from agriculture & related industries as well as from organic 

waste. In 2019 about 83 million tons of biofuel were exported. 

 

Environmental issues 
 

• Solid waste: In 2021 the city of Buenos Aires was awarded with the City award at the Smart City 
Expo World Congress in Barcelona for its Municipal Solid Waste Management Plan that was 
implemented in 2012 with the purpose to promote waste reduction, encourage waste segregation 
and, therefore, reducing waste disposition in local landfill.  
There is still room for improvement as only some 10% of all municipal solid waste in Argentina is 

recycled, the remainder being landfilled or improperly disposed of in dumpsites. In the entire 

country 100% of the waste collection is carried out by private companies through a public tender 

held by municipalities, provinces and by the Autonomous Government of Buenos Aires. What is 

mostly needed in the country are technologies for compost systems, for treatment of organic 

waste, plastic waste and solid waste. 

• Water and sewage treatment: is mostly in the hands of private companies and industries. The 
sewer drain coverage in Argentina amounts to 56% and about one third of household wastewater 
is treated. A lot of municipalities are interested to further develop systems related to water 
treatment.  

 

Smart cities 
 
This is a rapidly growing sector in Argentina, mainly in Buenos Aires but also in cities like Salta, Bahía 
Blanca and Mendoza, with applications like smart lighting and parking systems, traffic sensors under 
the asphalt, facial recognition cameras, sensors to measure environmental factors, etc. In 2021 the 
City of Buenos Aires received the City Award at the Smart City Expo World Congress in Barcelona as a 
recognition for its Integrated Municipal Solid Waste Management Plan. The main aim of the plan is to 
develop circular economy models for each waste current and so to reduce waste disposition in local 
landfill.  
 


