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TOP NEWS OF THE PERIOD 

Uzbekistan eyes Top-20 in Ease of Doing Business index, announces 

regulatory reforms 

Uzbekistan plans to enter the Top -20 countries in the Ease of Doing Business Index of the World Bank 
by 2022, the presidential decree said. 

Uzbekistan ranked 74th in the latest Ease of Doing Business-2018 ranking. 

An action plan has been developed in order to improve in the ranking, with regulatory reforms 
envisaged in the following subindices: 

• Starting a business - banks will be able to remotely open bank accounts for registering 
business subject to existence for distance identification of applicant; 

• Dealing with construction permits – procedure of exclusive purpose of land plots is canceled 
when they are placed on E-IJRO AUKSION trading platform; 

• Getting electricity- sanctions are applied for unauthorized disconnecting from electricity; 

• Registering property- request for property registration can be filed on an extraterritorial basis; 

• Protecting investors- investors are entitled to sue the supervisory board member liable for 
damages caused to the company as a result of transactions with affiliates, which amount to 
10% or more of the company's net assets; dividends payment mechanism through the Central 
Securities Depository or investment intermediaries is being introduced; 

• Trading across borders- Chamber of Commerce, along with the Ministry of Investment and 
Foreign Trade, will be allowed to issue certificate of origin of goods; 

• Enforcing contracts - an order is introduced that allows a pre-trial hearing in the economic 
court as a method for resolving disputes; a unified electronic system of accounting and 
payment by the public of all payments in the courts is being introduced; 

In addition, before April 1, 2019, the Ministry of Finance, together with other departments, will create 
the Ease of Doing Business in Uzbekistan website, which will provide comprehensive information on 10 
subindices of the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business report. 

Also, through the website, business entities will be able to make proposals for improving regulations. 

Tashkent Times - tashkenttimes.uz  

First meeting of Council of Foreign Investors to take place in H1 

The first meeting of the Council of Foreign Investors under the President of Uzbekistan will be held in 
the first half of 2019, the Podrobno.uz correspondent reports. 

This became known after the negotiations of the Minister of Investment and Foreign Trade Sardor 
Umurzakov with the Managing Director of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(EBRD) for Central Asia Bruno Balvanera. 

The parties discussed issues related to the organization of the meeting, as well as the visit to 
Uzbekistan of the President of the EBRD, Suma Chakrabarti, at the planned event. 
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The activities of the Council of Foreign Investors, which is being created jointly with the EBRD and 
chaired by the President of Uzbekistan, will be aimed at developing specific recommendations for the 
government on improving the investment climate, providing a favourable, non-discriminatory, 
transparent business environment conducive to attracting investment. 

It is planned that the Council will consist of representatives of the government of Uzbekistan, the 
EBRD, other foreign financial institutions and diversified development banks, the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, various business associations of Uzbekistan. An Executive Committee and 
Secretariat will be established with the Council. 

Tashkent Times - tashkenttimes.uz 

POLITICS AND LAW 

Uzbekistan okays new rules for export of fruits, vegetables 

Uzbekistan’s government has approved regulations on the export of fruits and vegetables, Trend 
reports with reference to the Uzbek Ministry of Justice. 

In accordance with the document, entrepreneurs have the right to export fruits and vegetables 
without a license for wholesale trade, and taxation is applied to their revenues, providing for a single 
tax payment. 

The export of fruits can be carried out without a prior payment, a letter of credit, a bank guarantee, 
as well as an insurance policy for an export contract. 

Tax exemptions on incomes of individuals, when exporters purchase fruits and vegetables from 
individuals for their export, are applied without providing documents confirming the manufacture of 
these products on the land plots of those individuals or their family members, the ministry said. 

AzerNews - azernews.az 

Presidential decree allows sale of locally produced beer and wine 

in regular stores 

The President Mirziyoyev issued a decree allowing the sale of locally produced beer and wine in 
regular stores, hotels and caterers. "The sale of beers and wines of domestic production can be sold by 
all retailers, hotels and caterers without license," the decree says. 

Since 2007, alcoholic beverages, including wine and beer, could be sold only by licensed stores, which 
was explained by the fact that this could allow the control of quality, with stores that violated the 
rules of sale saw their licences revoked and were fined from 200 to 300 minimum wage (MW=200,000 
UZS). 

Tashkent Times - tashkenttimes.uz 

The United States to help Uzbekistan to draft new Labour Code 

The United States will help Uzbekistan to draft the new Labour Code and introduce the national 
qualification system, the Uzbek Ministry of Labor said. 

On February 6, the Uzbekistan delegation including Deputy PM Tanzily Narbayeva and Minister of 
Employment Sherzod Kudbiyev met with US Deputy Minister of Labor Martha Newton at the US 
Department of Labor. 
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The parties pointed to the need to sign a memorandum of understanding between the ministries 
envisaging cooperation for drafting new Labour Code and introducing the national qualification 
system. 

The parties also plan to conduct scientific and demographic research in Uzbekistan labour market, 
short-term vocational training courses for labour professions. 

To achieve these goals, the minister Kudbiev also expressed interest in attracting an adviser from the 
US Department of Labour for a full-time job. 

Tashkent Times - tashkenttimes.uz 

ECONOMY AND FINANCE 

French company plans to introduce blockchain technology in 

Uzbekistan 

The French company Bureau Veritas is interested in introducing blockchain technology in Uzbekistan, 
Trend reports via Uzbek media. 

In addition, the French have shown interest in establishing cooperation for the digital modernization 
of compulsory insurance of third party liability system. 

"Our company plans to implement a real-time synchronization web platform with public and private 
registries," said Bureau Veritas vice president Olivier Moreau. 

The program will provide an automated, transparent and traceable process for identifying operators 
at the level of physical users. The company is ready for initial investment in implementation of this 
project.
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Earlier one of the first blockchain companies in South Korea, Glosfer, signed memorandums of 
cooperation with the Center for Support of Entrepreneurship and Farming of Uzbekistan, as well as the 
Export Support Fund for small businesses and private entrepreneurship at the National Bank. In addition, 
several large foreign companies intend to develop the blockchain in Uzbekistan in various fields. 

Bureau Veritas is the world’s second-largest provider of compliance and certification and laboratory 
testing services in the areas of quality, health, environment and social responsibility (QHSE-SR). The group 
derives more than 50 percent of its sales from high-growth countries. 

Trend News Agency - trend.az 

“Business city” project presented in Uzbek capital 

A presentation of the “Business city” projects for representatives of domestic and foreign business 
structures, journalists and the public was held in Tashkent. During the event, a presentation of projects in 
Mirzo-Ulugbek and Yunusabad districts of the capital was held. 

According to the Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan No. PP-3895 “On Measures to 
Create Modern Business Centers of the Business City in the Territories of the Republic”, active work is 
being done to improve the architectural appearance and improvement of district and city centers, 
increasing their attractiveness for foreign and domestic investors. 

The preliminary concept of the next “Business City” projects in Mirzo-Ulugbek and Yunusabad districts 
has already been implemented, negotiations are underway with potential investors. 

Representatives of the capital’s khokimiyat noted that the Directorates “Mirzo-Ulugbek Business City” and 
“Yunusabad Business City” were established to carry out the functions of the customer, to coordinate and 
control the construction of facilities in the territory of the “Business city” centers at the Tashkent city 
administration). Their tasks will include integrated control over the implementation of projects and the 
construction process, in order to ensure compliance with legal norms and procedures at all stages of 
project implementation. 

The master plans of the “Business city” centers were developed with involvement of leading domestic and 
foreign design organizations. Land for the construction of facilities will be provided to investors on the 
basis of the selection of the best investment proposals. In addition, the Presidential Decree provides 
incentives and preferences for investors, the general contracting organization and other project 
participants. 

The implementation of the Business City will also assist in creation of new workplaces as the project is in 
its infancy - qualified architects, engineers, designers are needed for construction, and after launching, 
new buildings and structures will be commissioned. 

UzDaily – Uzdaily.com 

 

Kazakh Halyk Bank gets permission to open branch in Uzbekistan 

Kazakhstan’s Halyk Bank has received prior permission from the Uzbek Central Bank to open a branch in 
Uzbekistan, the Central Bank’s First Deputy Chairman Timur Ishmetov told Gazeta.uz in an interview, 
Trend reports. 

"Halyk Bank handed over a document to obtain prior permission to open a bank, but not a license yet. 
Last week, it received prior permission from the Central Bank, based on which it can begin activities for 
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opening a bank. It is valid for six months and Halyk Bank must prepare a building that meets the 
requirements and form a capital during the period. If these two requirements are met, it can get a 
license," Ishmetov said. 

Ishmetov also noted that the Georgian TBC Bank has not yet applied to the Central Bank to obtain a 
license. 

"TBC Bank has not handed over documents for obtaining a license. So far, they have expressed an 
intention to open a bank, have prepared a business plan, they are studying the market, but have not yet 
handed over the documents," he explained. 

TBC announced its intention to enter Uzbekistan in early January. 

Trend News Agency - trend.az 
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Uzbekistan to build unique plant for fertilizers production 

The chemical industry is one of the basic sectors of the economy of Uzbekistan. It was formed on the 
basis of the needs of the intensification of agricultural production by creating enterprises for the 
production of mineral fertilizers. 

A unique fertilizer production plant for $ 600 million will be built in the Syrdarya region, Uzbek media 
reports. 

Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev visited the construction site of the ammonia and carbamide plant in 
Yangiyer on February 19. 

The head of state got acquainted with information on the economic efficiency of the future enterprise 
and the schedule of construction work. 

The Uzbek president gave relevant instructions to those in charge, noting the important role of the plant 
in meeting domestic demand and entering foreign markets. 

Uzkimyosanoat together with the South Korean company Samsung Engineering. is implementing the 
project. 

The plant will produce 400,000 tons of ammonia and 600,000 tons of carbamide per year. It is planned to 
install modern technologies from the U.S. and Japan and to create 500 permanent jobs. 

A convenient place was chosen for the construction of the plant, there are necessary communications 
with access to gas, electricity and water supply, roads and railways. 

"There is nowhere else such a favorable infrastructure as in Syrdarya. These opportunities will help the 
construction and stable operation of the plant, increase attractiveness in the eyes of investors. This is a 
very profitable, promising project," stressed Mirziyoyev. 

Syrdarya is one of the central regions of Uzbekistan. It is located on the left side of the Syr Darya - one of 
the longest rivers in Central Asia. 

The region was formed on February 16, 1963. 

Syrdarya region covers an area of 4,300 square km, which is almost 10 percent of the total territory of 
Uzbekistan. 

The northern neighbor of the region is Kazakhstan, the south-east is Tajikistan, in the east the region 
borders with the Tashkent region, and in the west - with Jizzakh. 

Enterprises of JSC Uzkimyosanoat produced marketable products with a growth rate of 104.1 percent in 
January-August 2018. 

Mineral fertilizers produced in the amount of 780,500 tons, including nitrogen - 567,800 tons, phosphate - 
92,000 tons and potash fertilizers 120,800 tons. 

AzerNews - azernews.az 
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Uzbekistan, EU complete negotiations in Tashkent 

The first round of negotiations on the Expanded Partnership and Cooperation Agreement between 
Uzbekistan and the EU (EPCA) was held in Tashkent on February 4-7, Trend reports via Uzbek media. 

Representative delegations of the parties were led by Uzbek Deputy Foreign Minister Dilshod Akhatov and 
Deputy Managing Director of the European External Action Service Luc Devigne. 

"The parties divided into three groups and came to a common understanding of the structure of draft 
Agreement. They discussed in detail all sections of the draft document by identifying possible mutually 
acceptable provisions," the press service of Uzbek Foreign Ministry said. 

The meetings of experts on the trade section of draft Agreement with the participation of Uzbek relevant 
ministries’ representatives will continue until the end of the week by mutual agreement. 

The second round of negotiations on the EPCA will take place in Brussels (Belgium). 

Moreover, consultations were held on preparation of the application of Uzbekistan for the status of 
“General System of Preferences Plus” (GSP+) and also a briefing for representatives of Uzbek business 
community to learn about the benefits of obtaining the GSP + status. 

The new contract is intended to replace the Agreement on partnership and cooperation between 
Uzbekistan and the European Communities and their member states that has been in force since July 1, 
1999. 

The document is expected to focus on political cooperation, trade and investment relations, sustainable 
development and interaction, as well as human rights and governance. 

Trend News Agency - trend.az 

 

Uzbekistan eyes manufacturing wine from French grapes 

A meeting with the director of French company Mercier has been held in the Uzbek Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, Trend reports with reference to the press service of the chamber. 

The main purpose of the meeting was to discuss the progress of the project, which involves the creation 
of vineyards in Samarkand and Jizzakh regions of Uzbekistan, with a total area of over 1,100 hectares. The 
french side noted the high fertility of the soil on the territory of planned gardens, especially in the 
Zaamin district of the Jizzakh region. 

Previously, the Uzbek side sent 2 groups of specialists to French wine grounds to analyze the sanitary 
standards and conditions for the delivery of seedlings. Currently, work is underway to prepare the land 
for the use of modern methods of drip irrigation and irrigation for growing vineyards. 

 

Receiving the first harvest from the production of special varieties and high-quality wine is planned for 
the fall of 2020. The main part of the production is planned to be exported to the market of Russia, 
China and the countries of Central Asia. 
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Previously, an agreement was reached between Mercier and JSC Uzsharobsanoat on the joint 
implementation of a project for the supply of French vineyards to Uzbekistan during the visit of Uzbek 
President to France in October 2018. 

French company has been engaged in the cultivation of grape seedlings and creation of vineyards since 
1890, and is also one of the leading enterprises in France in this area. 

Trend News Agency - trend.az 

BUSINESS 

Uzbekistan’s high-speed trains among top 20 fastest in the world 

Uzbekistan became only country of the Central Asia, which was included to Global High-Speed Train 
Ranking, which was developed by the researchers at the Faculty of Civil and Industrial Engineering at the 
University of Rome "La Sapienza". 

Uzbekistan took the 17th place among 20 countries in the Global High-Speed Train Ranking. 

In drawing up the ranking, the record speed of trains, operating speed, railway line coverage, population 
coverage and population expenditure per 1 km were taken into account. Uzbekistan bypassed countries 
such as Norway, the United States and Finland, which took the places between 18 and 20th places. 

According to GoEuro, the record speed of high-speed trains in Uzbekistan is 255 km/h, and the operating 
speed is 250 km/h. The leaders of the ranking are Japan, South Korea and China. 

In particular, according to the “Maximum Operating Speed” indicator, the maximum train speed achieved 
in safety conditions to achieve maximum throughput and efficiency), Uzbekistan ranked fourth (250 
km/h), which, along with Turkey and the Russian Federation ), ahead of such countries as the USA (240 
km/h), Austria (230 km/h), Sweden (200 km/h), Poland (200 km/h), etc. 

The ranking was made on the data of the maximum record speed and operating speed. The criteria also 
includes data on the coverage of the railway infrastructure in the country, the access of the country’s 
population and the cost of travel. 

The ranking shows that Asian countries are leaders when it comes to high-speed trains. Japan, with its 
incredible record for speed, high population coverage and speed, dominates the ranking. Surprisingly, 
compared to this, only 1.62% of tracks in South Korea are considered high-speed, but they cover more 
than 44% of the country’s population. 

It should also be noted that China, with more than 66,298 km of railways, covered 29.22% of them with 
high-speed routes. However, these lines serve only 10.7% of their population. 

UzDaily – Uzdaily.com 
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UAE investors propose to open a casino in Karakalpakstan 

Investors from the UAE proposed to open a casino in Muynak, Karakalpakstan. The Uzbek Prosecutor 
General Office confirmed it is closely considering the issue along with other relevant bodies, a 
government source told The Tashkent Times. 

The source added there are also plans to build an international airport, cinemas and introduce a Smart 
City. 

The Jan. 16 resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers called for proposals for the construction of a safari road, 
holding Rally Muynak, international gastronomic festivals, creating an alley of artisans, and boosting 
medical and pilgrim tourism. 

Gambling and other risk-taking games, including betting games have been outlawed in Uzbekistan since 
2007 by a Cabinet resolution. 

Muynak is formerly a sea port in western Uzbekistan, now home to only a few thousand residents at 
most. Its population has been declining precipitously due to the recession of the Aral Sea. 

Tashkent Times - tashkenttimes.uz 

Bicycle and motorbike manufacturing launched in Namangan province 

Uzavtosanoat (Uz Auto Industry) launched production of bicycles and motorcycles in Norin city of 
Namangan province. The initial annual production capacity is at 150 thousand bicycles and will gradually 
increase. 

The project is added to the Uzbekistan’s 2019 Investment Program, with 200 thousand USD planned to 
attracted. 

"In the future, the Norin Moto Bike plant will produce motorcycles, tricycles, scooters and mopeds," said 
Uzavtosanoat. 

The components will be supplied by Chinese Lifan Group Co.Ltd. Before the launch of production, the 
staff of the plant underwent training in China. 

Tashkent Times - tashkenttimes.uz 

Uzbekistan, Saudi Arabia intend to launch joint production of 

textiles 

Uztextileprom Association discussed the implementation of joint investment projects in Uzbek textile 
industry with the delegation of Saudi Arabian Corporation Ajlan & Bros on January 24, 2019, Trend 
reports via the press service of Association. 

The leadership and specialists of Uztextileprom Association provided detailed information on competitive 
advantages and conditions for foreign investors in Uzbekistan, benefits and preferences in the textile and 
garment and knitwear industry. 

Representatives of foreign company praised the achievements in the textile industry of Uzbekistan as 
well as the country's large-scale economic reforms. 

As a result of the meeting, the foreign side announced its intention to implement an investment project 
in Uzbekistan to establish the production of finished textiles. 

AzerNews - azernews.az 
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Gel batteries manufacturing unit to be launched in Uzbekistan 

UzIkkilamchiRangliMetal (Uz Secondary Non-Ferrous Metal) JSC will launch a plant for production of gel 
(industrial) batteries, the company said in a statement. 

The 5 million USD project will be funded by the credit line of the National Bank and the company's own 
funds. More than 5.8 billion soums have already been spent for construction and installation works, with 
the bulk of the process equipment delivered. 

One of the main advantage of gel batteries is that they have much longer service life than lead-acid ones. 

“Initially, we planned to commission the enterprise in June 2019. But then we decided to modernize the 
project, ”said Alexander Babayants, Director for Perspective Development of UzIkkilamchiRangliMetal JSC. 

According to him, the new line of batteries being developed will allow to enter the markets of small 
uninterruptible power supplies, direct current systems and even electric vehicles. 

In addition, the company has also developed a investment program, as part of which the production of 
new types of products will be mastered, which are now being imported from abroad. 

UzIkkilamchiRangliMetal JSC is the only enterprise in Central Asia specializing in the collection and 
processing of scrap, non-ferrous metal wastes. In September 2018, the government share in 
UzIkkilamchiRangliMetal JSC was handed over for trust management to SFI Management Group LLC. 

Tashkent Times - tashkenttimes.uz 

First solar photovoltaic station to be built in Uzbekistan 

Uzbekistan is committed to the sustainable and reliable functioning of the fuel and energy complex, 
which guarantees the country's energy security. Strategically, the construction of solar photovoltaic 
plants is of a national and regional nature. 

The first solar photovoltaic station in Uzbekistan will be built in the Navoi region, the 
Uzbekenergo reported. 

According to the Uzbekenergo, the process of selecting investors for the construction of a power plant 
will be completed in the first half of 2019. 

A solar photovoltaic station with a total capacity of 100 MW will be built in the Navoi region with the 
support of the International Finance Corporation (IFC). 

IFC is a sister organization of the World Bank and member of the World Bank Group. It is the largest 
global development institution focused exclusively on the private sector in developing countries. The 
Bank Group has set two goals for the world to achieve by 2030: end extreme poverty and promote 
shared prosperity in every country. 

With the assistance of the International Finance Corporation in Uzbekistan, a tender was launched to 
attract private investors for the construction of solar photovoltaic stations. 

A conference was held in Tashkent for potential investors at the end of November 2018, in which more 
than 20 major energy companies and international financial organizations took part that showed great 
interest in PPP projects in Uzbekistan. 

According to the Uzbek media, the French company Total EREN and Masdar from the United Arab 
Emirates have shown interest in the project so far. 
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Founded in 2012, Total EREN is the subsidiary dedicated to renewable energy of Eren Groupe, the first 
group dedicated to natural resource efficiency. Total EREN is an Independent Power producer (IPP) which 
develops, finances, invests in, builds and operates renewable energy power plants on the long term at a 
global level. 

Established in 2006, Masdar, or Abu Dhabi Future Energy Company, is a global leader in renewable energy 
and sustainable urban development. Masdar means ‘source’ in Arabic. 

According to the project for a solar photovoltaic station construction with a capacity of 100 MW in the 
Navoi region, a document of the request for prequalification selection was published, which can be found 
on the Uzbekenergo JSC's website.  

Prequalification is a documented request of an organization interested in purchasing any goods or 
services. Created by the customer for potential contractors (suppliers) in the tender or auction processes. 

By applying for a request for quotation when searching for a counterparty, the contracting authority 
informs a wide range of suppliers about the planned purchase. With this action, the customer encourages 
the supplier to submit a more lucrative offer than with personal contact. 

Recently, the German company Graess Energy began construction of a small pilot solar power plant in 
Muinak region. 

Earlier, Uzbekistan intended to build five solar photovoltaic stations with a total capacity of 500 MW and 
a preliminary cost of more than $ 1.1 billion by 2021. According to expert estimates, the total potential of 
solar energy in the country exceeds 51 billion tons of oil equivalent. 

AzerNews - azernews.az 

Polyethylene wallpaper production unit launched at Fargonaazot 

A new polyethylene wallpaper production unit has been launched at Fargonaazot. Winchemical, a Uzbek-
Korean joint venture will produce annually up to 7.8 million units per year. The total project cost is 3.1 
million dollars. 

Its founders are Winhousing International Co., Ltd (South Korea) with a 51% share and Fargonaazot JSC 
with a 49% share. 

Currently, wallpapers in the Uzbekistan market are originated from Russia, Ukraine, China, EU and South 
Korea. Transportation and customs duties affect the final price, so local-made wallpapers that are much 
cheaper and of nearly the same quality could take a serious chunk of the domestic market, experts say. 

Tashkent Times - tashkenttimes.uz 

HOTREC invites Uzbekistan 

The Ambassador of Uzbekistan to Belgium Dilyor Khakimov met with the Chief Executive Officer of the 
European Association of Hotels, Restaurants, Bars and Cafes (HOTREC) Christian de Barrin. 

HOTREC presently has 44 member associations from 30 European countries, and is the voice of the 
hospitality industry in Europe. Georgia, Turkey and a number of other non-European countries are among 
the observer countries. 

As it was emphasized at the meeting, hospitality is the basis for development of European tourism. The 
industry provides 11.9 million jobs in the EU. 
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At the meeting, the parties highly appreciated the reforms carried out in tourism industry of Uzbekistan 
over the past two years, which have become the most impressive trend of the global tourism industry. 
While global tourism is growing at 7%, in Europe – by 8%, Uzbekistan shows a doubling of its tourist 
flow. In this regard, the interest was reaffirmed in the early establishment of cooperation and partnership 
in development of sustainable tourism, as well as further implementation of innovations and adaptation 
of travel services of Uzbekistan. 

This requires major quality investments that will be implemented on the basis of multilateral approach, 
partly funded by industry partners from EU countries. It also attracts collaboration and research on big 
data for better management of tourist flows, artificial intelligence and blockchains. Within the framework 
of the conversation, a conference call was organized with the leadership of the Association of Cooks of 
Uzbekistan in the course of which a plan was developed for the upcoming contacts. 

According to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Uzbekistan, following the negotiations, the European side 
invited Uzbekistan to become a member of HOTREC. Necessary procedures will be initiated soon for this 
purpose. In addition, the Association is invited to the International Exhibition FoodWeek & Horeca 
Uzbekistan 2019. 

Uzbekistan National News Agency - uza.uz 

Uzkimyosanoat, Samsung Engineering to build carbamide and urea plant 

Uzkimyosanoat (Uz Chemical Industry) and Samsung Engineering will build a US$ 600 million urea and 
ammonia production plant in Uzbekistan, the presidential press service said. 

On February 19, Shavkat Mirziyoyev visited the construction site of the plant Sirdaryo province, Yangiyer 
city during his trip to the province. The enterprise will produce 400,000 tons of ammonia and 600,000 
tons of urea per year.  

“Nowhere else you can find such a favourable infrastructure as in Syrdarya. These facilities will help 
construction and stable operation of the plant, increase investment attractiveness. This is a very 
profitable, promising project,” the head of state said.  

Next year, Uzkimyosanoat together with the Japanese Mitsubishi Heavy Industries plans to complete 
construction of another plant for production of 660,000 tons of ammonia and 577,500 tons of urea per 
year. The US$ 985.7 million project is being implemented at Navoiazot – the largest chemical enterprise in 
Uzbekistan. 

Tashkent Times - tashkenttimes.uz 

Gov't puts its share in Uzbekistan Hotel for sale 

The State Assets Management Agency announced the call for submission of bids for the sale of the 
Uzbekistan Hotel in the center of Tashkent. 

The initial price of the 80.13% belonging to the state is US$ 33 million. 

According to the agency, the investor must take commitments to make 100 billion soums worth of 
investments within two years. 

The state share is sold with the condition that the owner will preserve the core business activity (hotel 
services) for a period of 10 years, refurbishing the hotel without altering the facade and attracting the 
best management practices. 
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Uzbekistan Hotel is one of the Tashkent’s landmark buildings. The 4 star hotel is located in the centre of 
Tashkent near Amir Temur Square. The Uzbekistan Hotel is a mix of European and Uzbek architectural 
styles, one of the most attractive and prestigious buildings in Tashkent situated in the business center of 
the city. 

Tashkent Times - tashkenttimes.uz 

TOURISM AND CULTURE 

New mobile application for tourists 

The Decree of the President “On additional measures for accelerated development of tourism in the 
Republic of Uzbekistan” of January 5, 2019 became an important step towards radical improvement of 
tourism industry, development of regions, improving people’s lives, implementation of investment 
projects, creation of new jobs. 

The event held jointly by the State Committee for Tourism Development of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
and Gross Insurance Company became another embodiment of ongoing reforms in the industry. At the 
event, participants were presented “Gross Insurance Mobile assistant – operational assistance to tourists” 
mobile application. 

At the event, Head of Department of the State Committee for Tourism Development of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan Jamshid Gaziyev noted that problems related to protection of tourists’ health and their safety 
are becoming more urgent due to increasing the number of tourists. New mobile application, presented 
by Gross Insurance, will be useful in solving them. In order to create better conditions for foreign tourists, 
it is planned to introduce mobile phone rental service. All mobile applications related to staying in 
Uzbekistan will be preinstalled in these phones. 

Information was provided about new mobile application for tourists. This application in Uzbek, English 
and Russian languages can be downloaded free of charge through Play Market and App Store platforms. 
The application serves local and foreign tourists around the clock. 

Uzbekistan National News Agency - uza.uz 

Uzbekistan tops ranking of most beautiful and amazing tourist 

destinations in 2019 

The Telegraph included Uzbekistan in the TOP-10 most beautiful and amazing tourist destinations in 
2019. “From this week citizens of 45 countries – including Britain – are permitted visa-free travel to 
Uzbekistan, as the country tries to woo foreign tourists,” the publication notes. 

According to the publication there are many compelling reasons to visit Uzbekistan, whose glorious cities 
provided a welcome respite for travellers on the Silk Road. 

“Those same cities – Khiva, Bukhara and Samarkand – have been painstakingly restored and once again 
bedazzle with their magnificent minarets, shimmering domes and hypnotic mosaics. The dusty bazaars, 
hospitable locals and spectacular mountain scenery add to the country’s considerable appeal,” the story 
said. 

Tashkent Times - tashkenttimes.uz 


