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Botswana at a glance

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027

Population GDP per capita 
(Current Prices 2021)

Inflation 2022 Monetary Policy Rate

Prime Lending Rate 

6.76%

(December ) 12.4% 
Objective Range 3 - 6%

Real GDP Growth Rates

$6,9972.3 mn
2.65% 

Geography



Principal Commodity Exports 2021

The largest destination markets for 

Botswana’s Exports are: Belgium, 

UAE and India. The largest commodity 

traded is diamonds 

Source: Statistics Botswana 2021, Global Trade Atlas
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Principal Commodity Imports 2021

The largest source markets  for 

Botswana's imports are: South Africa, 

Belgium, Namibia and India. Mostly 

traded commodities are;  diamonds, 

fuel and food, Beverages & Tobacco

Source: BITC, Statistics Botswana 2022, Global Trade Atlas
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Bilateral and Multilateral Trade Agreements



Botswana’s Investment Climate

Sustained periods of 
economic growth: 
12.98%: 2021

Prudent macro-
economic 
management.

Strong balance sheet,
With net external creditor 
position

Sound legal system 
and adherence to the 
rule of law

Political stability 
Incident free elections 
every 5 years

Labour market stability
Educated workforce 
- 87.7% literacy rate 
(34%:1981)
(World Bank, 2018)

Highest sovereign 
credit rating in 
Africa; investment 
grade BBB+ and A-2 
credit ratings rating 
from both Moody’s 
and Standard & Poor

2nd Least corrupt in mainland 
Africa: 
(Transparency International )



INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

(Diamonds, copper, nickel, iron ore, 
coal, salt & soda ash, manganese, 

etc.)

(IFSC, Business Services, BPO, ICT, 
Data, Centres,Tourism) 

. 

Services

(Solar,  bio-gas, biodiesel, 
electricity generation, coal to 

liquids)
. 

Energy

(IFSC, Business Services, BPO, ICT, 
Tourism) 
. 

Manufacturing

(Smallstock, beef, horticulture, 
aquaculture)

Agribusiness

(MICE, Lodges, agro-
tourism, Medical Tourism) 

Tourism

Mining and resource beneficiation (Pharmaceuticals, electrical & 
electronics, vehicles & vehicle 
components, etc.) 
. 



Investment Incentives and Tax Regime

Possible tax holidays
of up to 10 years
under Development
Approval Order

Maximum 22%
for  Other
Sectors

Value 
Added
Tax  at
12%

Maximum 
25%  
Personal 
Income Tax

15% for Manufacturing,  
IFSC, Innovation Hub
5 -10% for SPEDU Region
Special Economic Zones

TAXATION

200% Tax rebates

Duty Free import for  

manufacturing and  

agricultural machinery  

& equipment

CUSTOMS  
DUTY

TRAINING  
COSTS

No Exchange
Controls

Up to 15% 
Tax  Credit 
for non DTA  
jurisdictions

Zero rated for
VAT

WHT Exemption 
when distributing to 
non residents 

Exemption 
from CGT  
where 
shareholding  
is > 25%

IFSC

TAXATION

Botswana General: 22%
African Average: 27,5%
Global Average: 23,57%



INCENTIVES – SPEDU REGION

• 5% corporate tax for first 5 years; 10% thereafter,
• Zero customs duty on imported raw material
• Provide rebate of Customs duties and Value Added Tax 

under Schedule 4 - Rebate Item 470.03, and VAT Act 
Third Schedule - Item 470.03 for manufacturing done 
exclusively for export outside Common Customs Area 
(CCA) 

• Provide rebate of Customs duties and Value Added Tax 
for importation of raw materials under Schedule 3 of 
the customs tariff and VAT Act. 

• SPEDU Region has a population of 203 
000

• SPEDU hub, Selebi Phikwe Town est. in 
the 70s following discovery and mining 
and smelting of copper

• Government adopted initiatives to 
stimulate economic activity in Agriculture, 
Tourism and Manufacturing





SEZA LOCATIONS



5% Corporate Tax for the first 10
years
10% Corporate Tax thereafter

• Fast tracked land allocation
• Long term renewable land leases

Zero-rated VAT on Raw Materials for
Manufacturing for Export

Duty-free Imports of Specialist Plant and
Machinery for Manufacturing
Purposes

Waiver on Transfer Duty on Land and
Property
Property Tax Exemption for 5 years

• No Exchange Controls
• Full Repatriation of Profits and

Capital

• Develop cluster networks aimed at improving productivity and
competitiveness;
• Link Investors to national policy and influencing networks.

• Support in fast tracking the issuance of visas, work and
residence permits;
• Support in fast tracking business or sector based licences,

permits

▪ Efficient Customs Facilitation
▪ Registration of Bonded warehouse status
▪ Registration for preferred trader status

Environmental application facilitation;
▪ Online business registration;
▪ 24-hour business support services.

• Facilitation of building permits.
• Identify and introduce investors to
local suppliers of goods and services.

Incentives Package For Investors: Fiscal Incentives (SEZA)



APPROVED INTEGRATED ENERGY RESOURCE PLAN PROJECTS



ABOUT BITC



BITC Mandate and Global Coverage

BITC

Investment 
Promotion Export 

Development 
& Promotion

Buy 
Botswana
Campaign

Botswana One 
Stop Services

Center
(BOSSC)

Nation Brand 
Management

Research, 
Publication & 
Stakeholder 

Reporting

Global Expo
Botswana

Property 
Development

International 
Financial 
Services 
Center
(IFSC)

• Head office: Plot 54351, CBD, Gaborone

• London Office: 6 Stratford Place, 
London W1C 1AY, United Kingdom

• RSA Office: 1 Sandton Drive, Alice Lane, 
Johannesburg, South Africa.

• India Office: Vasant Vihar, New Delhi 
110057, India. 

• Network of Botswana Embassies 
around the world,

• Professional advisory firms,

• National and Regional Chambers of 
Commerce

• Other collaborating partners 

(Corporates and ITPOs) around the world



INVESTOR VALUE ADDED SERVICES

Investment facilitation services through Botswana One Stop Service Centre 
offering

Company & 
Business 
Registration

Opening of 
Bank 
Accounts

Trade & 
Business 
License 
Applications

Utility 
Connections

Income Tax & 
VAT Registration

Industrial & 
Commercial 
Land / Factory 
Shells

Incentives; IFSC, 
Manufacturing, 
Tax Holidays 
(DAO)

Aftercare Services –
renewals, expansions 
etc.

Environmental  
Impact 
Assessment  
Compliance

Opening of 
Bank 
Accounts

Entry Visas, Work & 
Residence Permits & 
Exemptions



THANK YOU

www.gobotswana.com

Twitter: @Go_Botswana | Facebook & Linkedin: Botswana Investment 
and Trade Centre 

For further enquiries contact;
Mr. Bobo Senosi

Director, International Business - RSA
P O Box 781371

Sandton, Johannesburg, 2146.
1 Sandton Drive, The Place, Ground Floor,

Sandton, Johannesburg, 2196
D (+27) 118848959; M (+27) 0835953735 ; F +27 (11) 883 7798

senosib@bitc.co.za; 


